








Student Activities

Science and Technology Forum

From the 10th to the

24th of January, Alex

Lowen and Matthew

Yates attended the

New Zealand Rotary

National Science and

Technology  Forum.

These forums are held

all over the world

Matthew Yates and Alex Lowen (. top school
science academics to

introduce them to university level science and the op-
portunities made available by taking science based de-
grees. Commonly referred to as “geek” camp, this year
there were 156 16-18 year old students from around
the country, ranging from Southland to Northland
including six students from Australia. The forums
academic programme offers students a range of taster
lectures at AUT, Auckland University, Massey Univer-
sity and from visiting RMIT (Royal Melbourne Insti-
tute of Technology) lecturer Professor John Buckridge.

As well as the hands-on lectures there were the keynote
lectures from Dr. Debbie Blake, an IVF specialist, and an
ethics in science lecture from Professor John Buckridge.
The courses included Microbiology, CAD (computer
aided design), Physics, Biomedical Science, Geological
Science, Electrical Engineering and Robotics, Psychol-
ogy, Biological Sciences, Chemistry, Molecular Biology,
Sports Science, Biomedical Engineering and Food Sci-
ence. The courses also help students keen on a science
degree decide which specialization or path is for them, es-
pecially to help make their future career decisions easier.

Along with the university visits there were industry vis-
its to companies associated with science and technology,
to let students see what happens out in the real world.
The visits included TVNZ, Medlab, HERA, Lanzate-
ch, NZ Police, Fisher and Paykel, ESR and Living Cell
among others. While the main focus was on the academ-
ic programme, a lot of students’ time was taken up by
networking and making friends (previous forums have
led to lifelong friendships). There was the fiercely com-
petitive volleyball competition, the debates, the relax-
ing beach day and the explore Auckland day especially
for those who've never been to Auckland. One of the
highlights was the formal dinner on the last evening.

Students and advisors were joined by senior Rotarians,
lecturers and other dignitaries. The night culminated
with the announcement of the two winners of the AUT
University Roy Geddes Science Education Award, which
gives them the chance to go to the London interna-
tional youth science forum to be held in July this year.

Two weeks at science camp might not sound like much
fun, especially as it takes up two weeks of your holidays,
but believe us when we say it has been a once in a life-
time experience. For any year 12 students considering a
career in sciences and technology, we highly recommend
this forum as an introduction to the scientific world.

Engineering Initiative

Recently the Year 9 Math-

ematics classes have been

working on projects with

visiting engineers from

Auckland University. All

classes have undertaken

projects to design and

build model bridges and/

or water tanks. This unit

of work incorporates elements of measurement, problem
solving, structural testing, sustainability of resources etc.
Testing with the engineers begins on 5th March and with
a wide range of robust and ingenious deisgns it will be an
interesting exercise for all concerned.

Enviro/Rakino
Island Trip

In late 2008 Holly
Quinn and Eddie
Gee were part of a
winning group from
North Shore schools
in a poster competi-
tion with Genesis En-
ergy. As a prize they were given the opportunity to visit
Rakino Island to explore the solar and wind power on
the island. In addition the opportunity was extended to
include four other actively committed junior Cocoon stu-
dents; Callum Merz, Donna Pearson, Bryn Kettle and
McKenzie McCrady. The group had an amazing day.



Art
Exhibition

Gala Opening Night
Friday 6th March 7 - 9pm

Open 10am - 4pm
Saturday 7th March
Sunday 8th March

PhD Student Survey on
Student Engagement

Northcote College is pleased to support Melinda Web-
ber (Ngati Whakaue, Ngati Hau, Pakeha) who is cur-
rently doing a PhD project under the expert guidance
of Professor John Hattie and Associate Professor Eliza-
beth McKinley. The project examines the impact eth-
nic identity has on student engagement. Melinda is a
lecturer at the University of Auckland and a success-
ful former student of Northcote College. Melinda was
keen to involve Northcote College in the study because
it has always been a proudly multi-ethnic and proactive
school environment. Melinda has recently published a
book called “Walking the space between: identity and
Maori/Pakeha” .

The study involves Year 10 students anonymously com-
pleting a 10-15minute questionnaire. Following this
a small group of students covering the main ethnic
groups will be invited to participate further undertak-
ing individual interviews. Parents of these individual
students will be provided with full information and
consent forms for participation.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the
project please contact the Year 10 Dean, Ms McGhee
on 481 0141 ext 848 or by email fleurm@northcote.

school.nz

Staff News

Recently you may have seen Margaret McLaurin,
International Homestay Coordinator, featured on the
new TV2 Who Dares Wins programme. Margaret’s dar-
ing feat was jumping mid-air between two high flying hel-
icopters which she successfully completed with her usual
enthusiastic and “nothing is too much trouble” attitude.

Past International Homestay Co-ordinator Mary-Anne
Rowland was recently honoured with a travel award from
Cathay Pacific and will fly to England in June to visit
various environmental projects. Since leaving Northcote
College in 2008 Mary-Anne has been working fulltime on
Tiritiri Matangi Island and is a dedicated conservationist.

2009 Calendar

Term Dates:

Term 1:  Monday 2 February - Thursday 9 April
Term 2:  Monday 27 April - Friday 3 July

Term 3:  Monday 20 July - Friday 25 September
Term 4:  Monday 12 October - Friday 11 December

Public Holidays/School Closed:

April 27 Teacher Only Day
1 June Queens Birthday
3 & 7 Sept Teacher Only Day
4 Sept Mid-Term Break
26 Oct Labour Day



Sports Report

The Northcote College sporting year has kicked off with several sporting fixtures and great enthusiasm by stu-
dents and their coaches. Welcome to the many talented new students who have brought with them a wide range
of sporting abilities, including an Ultimate Frisbee champion.

Swimming Sports

The annual Northcote College Swimming Sports was
held on Friday 13th February. There was good competi-
tion and a fantastic crowd cheering on all swimmers and
lots of fun especially during the lunchtime relays.

Congratulations to all students and particularly to our

2009 champions:

Julia Forde - Junior Girls Champion

Luke Hadfield - Junior Boys Champion

Sophie Wotherspoon - Intermediate Girls Champion
Mitchell Davison - Intermediate Boys Champion
Birgitta Swanberg - Senior Girls Champion

Laurence Macintosh - Senior Boys Champion

These six students will represent Northcote College in
the North Harbour Swimming Championships.

Athletics Day

The annual Athletics Day was held under favourable
weather conditions on Tuesday 24th February with a
great field of competitors.

During the day five school athletic records were broken:

Jason Delaveau Jnr Boys  High Jump [1.64m]
Folau Tautalanoa  Int Boys  Javelin [36.13m]
Folau Tautalanoa Int Boys  Discus [39.57m]
Sharon Eki Int Girls ~ Shot Put [11.02m]
Nadia Anderson Snr Girls  Shot Put [9.89m]

A team of 26 students has been selected to repre-
sent Northcote College at the North Harbour Zone 2
competition.

Waterpolo

The Senior Boys and Girls Waterpolo teams are all
underway. Because of the great response to sign-up for
Junior waterpolo, two trials were held and a team has
now been selected to compete in the North Harbour

Competition. Good luck to all the teams. We have some
great coaches and managers again this year and we thank
you for your help and support.

Cricket

Cricket this year has seen the addition of a girls team to
join our three boys teams. The 1st XI hosted Liston Col-
lege early February. Liston scored 169 all out. Special
mention to Daniel McDonald with figures of 4 for 41
and Sean Quirk with an impressive 2 for 19. Northcote
managed 120 all out. Ethan Neale attacked Listons' bowl-
ers, ending up with 68 runs and was ably supported by
Daiyaan Rhoda's 26 runs. Both of these players have
been nominated for the Auckland Secondary Schools
Representative team.

The 2nd XI team are coming together but there
are still places available in this team coached by Mr
Liederman. The girls team are in need of a coach for
Monday night 3.30-4.30pm. Many thanks to the man-
ager Mr Lydiard and Mr Jordaan for their help and
support. For any further registrations or offers of help
please see Mr Parlane in the Sports Office or phone on

481 0141 ext 749.

Touch Rugby

The Senior Mixed Touch team won their inaugural game
against a strong Kaipara team (3-2) - which we are hoping
bodes well for the season. Thanks to Mr Barlett for his
commitment to this team.

Softball

The senior girls and boys Softball teams competed in the
Division 2 Under 19s series at Rosedale Park last week.
The boys team qualified 1st equal for North Harbour
but narrowly missed out (by countback) for the national




Sports Office - phone: 481 0141 extension 749
Arie van der Zwan, Director of Sport - email: ariev@northcote.school.nz
Ruth Blackwood/Donna Cook, Sport Coordinators - email: sports@northcote.school.nz
Shane Latch, Elite Sport Coordinator - email: shanel@northcote.school.nz

tournament in April. Alex Orwin managed to hit a
number of home runs, Inigo Kwan Parsons was fantastic
with the bat and Morgan Timoti-Cook and Tame Kawe
did an excellent job sharing duties as pitchers.

The girls senior team captained by Haylee Koroi
had a harder day, winning 1 out of 5 games. Bridie
Richardson was outstanding in the field Kat Hiku ably
coached and motivated the team all day.

Dragon Boating

The Dragon Boating season is underway with twice
weekly trainings at Lake Pupuke. The team aims to be
competitive in the Auckland secondary schools festival in

March. Good luck.

Rugby

A rugby pre-season game has been organised against visit-
ing teams from Canada mid-March. The teams are being

hosted by Glenfield College. This is definitely a good
chance to get rid of the cobwebs!!

Basketball

HELP! Basketball premier girls are in desperate need of a
coach. If interested please email us.

Netball

As the netball season will soon be upon us, we do still
need to find a netball co-ordinator (paid position) and
are asking for expressions of interest.

Sports Sign-up

As always, at the beginning of each year, there are a lot
of sporting codes that might interest our students. Ten-
nis and golf are underway with sign-up for Rock Climb-
ing, Sailing, Lawn bowls, Soccer, Rugby, Netball, Hockey,
Table Tennis and Basketball. If you think you may have
missed out on a particular registration, or need more
information please come to the Sports Office or email
sports@northcote.school.nz

Fun Run/Walk

Calling all teams who want a pre-season run. Enter the
Shore to Shore 10km fun run/walk on Sunday 22nd
March. Great prizes up for grabs plus also earn sports
equipment for our school. Come in to the Sports Office
for details.

Remember to listen for notices, read the college website
and refer to the sports notice board for upcoming news
of sign-ups.

CONRATULATIONS TO:

Macarena Carrascosa who won gold in the creative and
solo cadet divisions at the New Zealand Artistic Roller
Skating Championships. Macarena has qualified for the
Oceania Team for free and dance.

Leisha Cheong also achieved great results at the nation-
als including a 3rd in Precision and 1st in Figure Skating.

Sophie Wotherspoon has swum her way into selection
for the Australian Age Group Champs being held in Syd-
ney in April and will also be attending the New Zealand
National Age Group Champs in Wellington.

Kat Hiku has been selected for the U17 White Sox

Softball team. Congratulations.

Sophia Johnston - is the current Under 15 Girls NZ
Beach VolleyBall Champion, due to a win in January at
the national championships.

Tim Vickers is currently competing in the Kartsport Ro-
tex NZ Challenge Series. Tim is in contention to claim

a place on the New Zealand squad at this year’s Grand
Final.

Arnau Farras-Knowles has been selected as one of our
RNZYS youth trainees to join Emirates Team NZ and
BMW Oracle for the Louis Vuitton Pacific Series this

month. Keep an eye out for Arnau in the future!



Year 10 Camp

183 enthusiastic Year 10 students departed for a week long
camp on Motutapu Island on 9th February. The group trav-
elled by ferry from Half Moon Bay and made an hour long
tramp to the Administration Bay Camp. Along with staff
and parents 23 extremely competent year 13 students ac-
companied the group to assist with operations and activities
throughout the week.

The students were kept busy with water activities (snorkel-
ling, sailing, kayaking, waka, raft building etc), team and
confidence building land based activities (survivor chal-
lenge, high ropes, wall climbing etc) and an overnight camp
experience in Home Bay on the southern side of the island
where smaller groups, on a rotation cycle, spend a night un-
der canvas for a different camping experience.

It was a thoroughly enjoyable time for students and

helpers and thanks must go to camp organiser Miss
Beaumont and all parents and staff involved.

Students of Northcote College’s Te Whanau o Te Kakano spent three
great days together at Piritahi Marae, Waiheke Island 23-25 February.
They spent most of their time involved in problem solving and team
building activities which
were extremely challeng-
ing and exhausting.

The aim of the trip was
to introduce the new stu-
dents to the Northcote
College culture within Te
Whanau o Te Kakano.
The highlight for many
was the two hour Ex
treme Challenge which
involved four groups of
different ages competing
against each other for two hours non stop. There were 14 activities which
required physical and intellectual problem solving skills. The only regret according to the students was that the
camp was not long enough!




