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Upcoming Dates to Diary:

Sat 13 June	 Ball
16 & 18 June	 Senior Drama Performances
Wed 17 June	 Maori Careers Evening
Wed 24 June	 Teacher Only Day 
Thur 25 June	 Stage Challenge Performance 7pm
Fri 26 June	 Junior Reports Issued
Fri 3 July	 Senior Reports Issued
		  Term II Ends
Mon 20 July	 Term III Commences
Sat 25 July	 Open Day 12noon-3pm
6 & 11 Aug	 Parent/Teacher Interviews

“The quality of an educa-
tion system cannot exceed 
the quality of its teachers.”

“The only way to improve out-
comes is to improve instruction.”

“High performance requires every child to achieve.”

Source: How the world’s best performing school systems come 
out on top. McKinsey and Company, September 2007.

The new Dean of the Faculty of Education at the  
University of Auckland, Associate Professor Graeme 
Aitken, wrote in a recent article, “Teaching at its Best”, 
that teachers are at their best when they are constantly 
seeking to do better with their students.  He says that 
in teachers “what distinguishes excellence from compe-
tence; competence from mediocrity is the unrelenting fo-
cus, irrespective of the students on seeking to do better...”  

It was with this in mind that we began the term with a 
Teacher Only Day.. 

The keynote speaker was Pam Hook from Hooked 
on Thinking (www.hooked-on-thinking.com) and 
her focus was the SOLO Taxonomy. Pam Hook is an  
educational consultant with a particular interest in the 
development and assessment of students’ thinking. 

There has been positive feedback about the  
potential to improve student outcomes from the ideas  
presented at the Teacher Only Day.  In particular there is  
considerable support for implementing the SOLO  
taxonomy school-wide at Northcote College;  
for planning, teaching and learning. 
SOLO stands for Structure of Observed  
Learning Outcomes. It describes levels of  
increasing complexity in a student’s understand-
ing of a subject or topic, through five stages. The key  

benefit of the SOLO taxonomy is that it gives students 
and staff a shared language which they can use to  
understand, discuss and improve learning outcomes. I 
look forward to reporting to you in the future about 
progress on this initiative aimed at maximising the po-
tential of each student at Northcote College.

ERO Review

The Education Review Office (ERO) is scheduled to 
visit Northcote College this month. This review is part 
of the regular cycle of reviews by ERO of all NZ schools. 
The last review of Northcote College was in June 2006. 

A team of four reviewers will be in the school 
from the 10th to 16th of June. The ERO team is 
led by Brenda Hannay and includes Paul Herbert,  
Robyn King and John Witana. The  
reviewers will observe classes, meet with students, 
staff and board members, and review documentation.

The ERO reviewers will focus on student safety  
(emotional and physical) and student achievement. 
They look for a “chain of quality” which includes  
effective governance and management, professional  
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leadership, high quality teaching and student  
achievement.

The areas of national interest that the review team will 
focus on are: 

•	 Readiness to implement the New Zealand  
	 Curriculum
•	 Preparing for future students 
•	 Maori student achievement
•	 Pacific student achievement
•	 International students 
•	 Community Education

In addition to these areas of national interest a school 
is asked by ERO to choose a specific area of focus for 
each review. The area of focus we have chosen for this 
review is ‘The effectiveness of teaching and learning 
provisions for meeting the needs of diverse learners’.

ERO publications highlight that “quality is  
determined by how well a school improves the learn-
ing and achievement of its students”. Schools are  
encouraged by ERO to show what they are proudest of 
and at Northcote College we look forward to doing that.  

Feedback
We continue to strive to improve and to respond to 
the learning needs of students. I invite and welcome 
feedback from parents. All suggestions, ideas and com-
ments can be emailed to principal@northcote.school.nz

				    Vicki Barrie 

Prefects 2009
At the beginning of Term 2 seven additional out-
standing year 13 students were confirmed as Prefects.

Congratulations to:
	 Chelsea Bartels	 Kenny Chan
	 Birgitta Swanberg	 Tame Kawe
	 Taylor McKenzie	 Chris Bradley
				    Alex Lowen

This brings the total number of 2009 Prefects to 27.

Epic Enterprises make the North Shore finals of  
the Business Plan Presentations

Young Enterprise in-
volves students creat-
ing a business from 
scratch and over the 
course of the year cre-
ating a business plan, 
raising capital and 
producing and mar-
keting an innovative product. Young Enterprise is very 
strong on the North Shore, with teams operating in most 
North Shore schools. Northcote College has six teams 
running this year, with four of the teams coming from 
the Year 12 Business Studies course while two teams 
operate as a co-curricular activity in their own time.

As well as developing and running their business, 
teams are encouraged to compete against other school 
teams in the Oral Business Plan Presentations compe-
tition. This year 45 teams participated in the competi-
tion of which nine were selected to present at the finals.

Epic Enterprises made it into the finals with their  
product, the PV Stand. This product is a projection 
stand to allow a video to be taken of close up work 
such as drawing in Graphics, food preparation in Food  
Technology or an experiment in Science. The video  
image is projected onto a big screen so all the students 
can clearly see the demonstration without leaving their 
desks. An added advantage is the demonstration can be 
recorded for later review by students who missed the les-
son or for revision. The students have created a working  
prototype based on a model built by Mr Rive, Head of  
Technology. Their stand can be produced at a very  eco-
nomical cost, making the product a viable proposition for
schools.

Honour An Outstanding Teacher
Northcote College has been invited to submit nomi-
nations for the NEiTA 2009 National Excellence in 
Teaching and Leadership Awards. The awards pro-
gramme provides a rare opportunity to publicly rec-
ognise and encourage our outstanding teachers and 
leaders and give them a well-deserved pat on the back.

Nominations can be made by individual parents, 
Boards of Trustees, parent associations, secondary 
student councils and community organisations.

Nominated teachers and leaders receive a con-
gratulatory NEiTA Certificate of Nomination and  
become candidates for NEiTA Awards.

Nomination forms are available from local libraries. 
Forms can also be downloaded or completed online at  
www.neita.co.nz or requested by phone on  
(09) 308 0576.



Admin Matters

Spelling Bee Finalist

After winning the Auckland Regional Spelling Bee, 
Sophea Ing represented Northcote College at the  
National Spelling Bee finals held in Wellington where she 
competed against the winners and runners-up from the 
other four regional competitions.  The finals were challeng-
ing and incredibly nerve-wracking for all the competitors 
and Sophea performed extremely well, making it through 
to the final few competitors before being eliminated.

Tauranga Jazz Festival Winners
Northcote College musicians have once 
again performed successfully at the Tauran-
ga Jazz Festival held over the Easter period.  

Best Secondary School Jazz Combo - Miller 
Christensen-Yule (Drums); Pierce Hargreaves 
(Saxophone); Matt Innes (Guitar); Chris Tan 
(Bass); Asher Truppman Lattie (Saxophone); 
Gloria Yi (Keyboard)
Best Arrangement - Miller Christensen-Yule 
Most Outstanding Bassist - Chris Tan
Most Outstanding Drummer - 	Miller Christensen-Yule
Most Outstanding Guitarist - 	Matt Innes

Congratulations to all the musicians from  
Northcote College for their outstanding perform-
ances under the direction of Mr Deece Guisinger.

Influenza A (H1N1) 

The Ministry of Health advises that so far most 
cases around the world have involved children, 
and the spread of the virus in countries like  
Japan and Australia has been linked to schools. 

The primary measures remain of personal hygiene and 
the Ministry of Health advises that parents should keep 
children with flu symptoms at home and call their doctor 
whether they have been overseas to affected areas or not. 

We are in an evolving situation and if conditions in 
New Zealand change, the Government may request 
that parents keep students at home if they have re-
turned from affected areas overseas, regardless of 
whether or not they show symptoms of flu. If this even-
tuates, parents will receive advice from the Ministry 
of Health through public communication channels.

We remind you how important it is for the school to retain 
accurate contact information for students and ask that 
we be notified as soon as possible if any details change. 

The Ministry of Health has up to date information avail-
able for anyone who would like more information. Please 
contact the Ministry of Health Hotline, 0800 611 116.

NZQA Fees

All Year 11 – 13 students need to pay their NZQA  
entry fee to the Accounts Office by Friday 4th  
September. For most students the fee is $75 (includes 
entry to up to three Scholarship subjects). Overseas  
students pay a higher rate. Financial assistance is  
available on application to those domestic students 
whose main caregivers hold a Community Services 
Card or are in receipt of a benefit or families with more 
than two students entering NZQA qualifications in one 
year. Application forms are available from the Accounts  
Office and our school website www.northcote.school.nz.

Students are encouraged to make the payment in  
advance of the September deadline, as a fee of $50  
applies to all late payments. Please note that these  
payments are collected by the school on behalf of NZQA.

School Uniform 
The winter weather is upon us so the need for students 
to stay warm and dry is a priority.  Please remember that 
only regulation school uniform is allowed to be worn.  
A range of suitable winter items are available for pur-
chase from Yarntons, 18-22 Mokoia Road, Birkenhead, 
including a v-necked polypropylene vest to be worn  
under  the shirt and the fleece lined school jacket. 

Secondhand uniform items are always in demand.  If you 
have current uniform items that no longer fit or are no 
longer required please contact the school shop to discuss 
the  option of selling,  or  you might consider donating the 
items for the school to distribute where most appropriate.

Shop Hours: Monday to Thursday 10am - 1.30pm
email: shop@northcote.school.nz

phone: 481 0141 ext 744 

Formal Complaints Policy 

The Board of Trustees  wishes the school commu-
nity to know that Northcote College has a formal 
complaints policy. The policy is available  to view 
on the school website www.northcote.school.nz 

Strategic Property Plan Update

Thank you to those of you who provided suggestions and 
comments on the Northcote College Strategic Property 
Plan. A summary of this was presented to the Board of 
Trustees at their meeting on 4th May. From this broad 
plan we have now received from the consultants a list 
of possible projects which the Board will soon prioritise 
after considering available budget and timelines.



Student Activities

Duke of   
Edinburgh  
Ruapehu Trip

During the April 
holidays a group of 
students working 
towards a Duke 
of Edinburgh 
Award travelled to 
Mt Ruapehu to undertake a five-day Round the Moun-
tain tramp. The group consisted of Elena Lochore-
Ward, Sarah Daniell, Rick Zwaan and James Gibb 
ably guided by Ms Kendon.  To gain an award students 
must take part in skill, sport, service and expedition ac-
tivities and this trip was the first of two practice expedi-
tions before tackling the gold-level qualification tramp.  

The Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme is open to all  
students. Anyone interested should see Ms Kendon for 
more details.

Year 9 and 10 
Japanese   
Cultural  
Experience

Year 9 and 10 
Japanese stu-
dents spent an 
afternoon in the 

Japanese classroom and experienced ‘Bunkasai”, a fes-
tival of Japanese culture, at the Auckland Museum. 
Students were greeted by traditional ‘Taiko’ drum-
ming as they were welcomed into the classroom. They 
took part in lessons in traditional Japanese calligraphy, 
how to put on male and female yukata (summer kimo-
no) and making their own business card in Japanese.

The Museum of Auckland, in conjunction  with 
the Consulate General of Japan, employ native Jap-
anese teachers and the ‘Bunkasai’  experience is 
held only twice a year. Senior classes can look for-
ward to joining the programme later this year.

North Shore Youth Band Success

Azusa Mochizuki is an international student who has 
been studying at Northcote College since February 
2008. Azusa plays the tuba in the North Shore Youth 
Band. Recently she travelled to the KBB Music Com-
petition in Matamata where the North Shore Youth 
Band played four pieces and won the Gold Award.

Shakespeare Competition

17 Northcote College senior students com-
peted at the Sheilah Winn Shakespeare Fes-
tival, Central Auckland Competition in May.

Scenes performed were from Henry V, Macbeth, The 
Taming of the Shrew, The Tempest and Romeo & Ju-
liet. Andrew Harrison was chosen as Outstanding 
Performer of the Region and will attend workshops in 
Wellington later this year where he will have the op-
portunity to be selected for the Globe Theatre work-
shops in London in 2010. Set and costume design 
from the Henry V scene was also acknowledged on 
the night. This scene was directed by Mrs Peterson.

World Vision 40hr Famine

Northcote College had approximately 150 participants  
involved in the World Vision 40hr Famine this year.  Fun-
draising was undertaken enthusiastically by the Year 13 
Prefects who inspired  students with ideas to raise money. 
9PT spent 40 hours in silence which included a whole 
day at school without talking. Mrs Petersen is to be highly 
commended for her dedication to  achieving the 40 hours 
of silence as she had to teach all day without speaking. 
Some people went without their mobile phones, which 
was an idea too extreme for some who chose instead 
to go without the internet for the duration and there 
were numerous other challenges undertaken as well. 

Thank you to all those people who donated mon-
ey or sponsored someone. Students are collecting 
their donations from sponsors now so that we can 
forward them to World Vision as soon as possible.

Stage Challenge 2009

The Northcote College Stage Challenge performance will 
be at 7pm on Thursday 25th June.  A limited number of 
tickets are available  through the school accounts office. 



The tickets cost $33.  Tickets are also available through 
The Edge. Don’t miss out on this exciting and very  
popular event.

Junior Debating

The Northcote College Junior Debaters had another win, 
this time against Westlake Boys, affirming the moot that 
school buses should be free for all students.  Lucy Davy 
was awarded ‘Best Speaker’  and was well supported by 
Ruby Love and Lissey Small.  The team now has three 
wins from three debates.

Matt and Miller Smokefree Rockquest Success

On Friday 15th May Matt Innes and Miller 
Christensen-Yule performed in Henderson in the 2009 
smokefreerockquest. In the first round the boys played 
‘Ballad of Sally James’ and both agreed they’d played bet-
ter than ever before. From this heat they made it through 
into the top 14 bands to play again that night in the re-
gional final. They had seven minutes to play and chose to 
perform two songs, one written by each of them.    They 
were awarded the APRA Lyric Award for ‘Ballad of Sally 
James’ and also took first place for the region. They now 
have $500 worth of  Rockshop equipment to choose and 
are looking forward to going shopping.

The next step is to create a 15 minute video of themselves 
playing which will be judged against the other 49 bands 
in the country’s top 50. The results will be announced  
in August and the top six bands will play in the national 
final. 

Gambusia Project

The gambusia is an introduced 
species of fish in New Zealand  
and is considered a pest. A group 
of students at Northcote College 
are studying the gambusia popu-
lation in a stream by Little Shoal 
Bay in order to obtain informa-
tion on the life-cycle, growth rates, size of the fish and the 
effects that they have on native flora and fauna.

On Saturday 23rd May Callum Smith, Michael 
Duxfield, Andrew Bailey and Liam Simmons attend-

ed the Auckland Regional Annual Waicare Conference. 
Along with Dr Hustler they discussed their project with 
council members and members of the biological commu-
nity and explained what they hope to achieve.

They are catching  gambusia to find out about how they 
are affecting the native fish stocks. They catch, measure 
and weigh the fish to be able to perform calculations and 
draw conclusions.

In the near future they hope to have the DNA of these 
fish analysed to see if there have been any changes to the 
fish from their population in the Gulf of Mexico where 
the fish originate from.

If you would like to know more about this fascinating 
project you can view photographs and keep up with 
progress on www.gambusiaas.wikispaces.com

Environmental Issues

Friday 5th June was World Environment Day.  This year  
the junior Cocoon members organised a treasure hunt/
quiz to mark the occasion. The event was designed to 
raise awareness of many of the environmental achieve-
ments of Cocoon and the wider school.  Activities in-
cluded finding the solar panel wall, counting the number 
of solar panels, identifying native trees, naming plants 
in the no-dig garden and other environmentally themed  
exercises.

World Environment Day coincides as Northcote  
College celebrates its fourth year as an Enviro-school. 
Much has been achieved during this time, including 
student representation at national and international 
levels and there are a huge number of projects around 
the school. One of the most exciting developments is the 
number of teachers  who are including aspects of sustain-
ability in their programme. 

Two Northcote College students, Rick Zwann and 
Grace Watson,  are part of a small team leading the three 
day Re-gen Event for the Auckland region.  The event 
was called FREEZE, FOCUS and ACT and provided a 
platform for  sharing ideas about how we need to act to-
wards a sustainable Aotearoa. The idea came about from 
a conference held in Taupo earlier in the year where ap-
proximately 50 young environmental leaders pondered 
what it would take to be ‘regenerative’ and to be a ‘Re-
Generation’; what ‘being good’ could look like instead of 
‘being less bad’ and whether current efforts are really just 
slowing down the inevitable.    



Sports Report
The winter sports season is well underway with all  
athletes having to battle the very wet beginning 
to the season. This term there are four rugby, 10  
soccer and three hockey teams taking to the fields  
every week. Four underwater hockey teams and three 
waterpolo teams are competing in various pools around  
Auckland while 11 netball and six basketball teams 
are taking to the courts in their respective divisions.   
Senior competition for four badminton, three table ten-
nis and two squash teams is also going well.  Several 
students are competing in lawn bowls, ultimate frisbee, 
rock climbing, mountain biking, windsurfing, body 
boarding, kart sport, roller skating, dance, synchronised 
swimming and aerobics so it is certainly a very busy term!
The draws for team sports are posted on the sports 
noticeboard or can be found on the College Sport 
website www.collegesport.co.nz. Click on ‘draws and 
results’ on the left hand side and follow the links.

Netball
Northcote entered four teams in the Secondary Schools 
Tournament held early in May.  Congratulations to Teams 
1 and 2 which both gained second place in their groups. 
In the North Harbour competition Team 1 has already 
qualified for the Premier Grade and Team 2 the Collegiate 
Grade.  All other team grading games have now been com-
pleted and the competition games commence on June 6th.

Rugby
The season has kicked off with four Northcote teams.   
Our 6th and 4th grades have squads of 24 boys each but 
places are still available for 3rd Grade boys.  The 1st XV 
have had to play against the top three teams in their first 
four games! Nevertheless they are coming together as a 
squad and we look forward to some success this season.  

Cricket
The 1st XI boys’ team, under great leadership from 
Ethan Neale, finished mid division and will come 
together in October for the continuation of their 
season.  Daiyaan Rhoda, Kurt Law, Thomas Lang-
ford and Lewis Pearson will be leaving college at the 
end of the year and we acknowledge the contribu-
tion they have made towards our cricket programme.
The new team of 19 girls have enjoyed their Wednes-
day afternoon games and are sitting middle of the 
table. The senior team of the two Morning Boys’ 
teams have been a little short on numbers but got 

support from the 1st XI boys.  The juniors mean-
while batted on and showed great commitment.

Tennis
The senior boys’ team enjoyed a very successful Term 
1 competition playing in the A3 North Grade. They 
won four out of their five games and currently are 
first in this grade. The competition finishes with a 
second round in Term 4. The students have set them-
selves the goal of winning their group this year.
The senior girls’ team enjoyed mixed results in 
Term 1 but enjoyed the season and learned a lot.
Six students competed in the Auckland tennis champion-
ships. All enjoyed the experience and achieved some good 
results and in 2010 are hoping to advance to the finals day. 

Canoe Polo
Congratulations to Northcote’s coach of  
Canoe Polo. Ms Beaumont was a member of 
the team who won the 2009 NZ Canoe Polo  
National League. The League consists of three tour-
naments with the finals held over Queen’s Birth-
day weekend in Wellington. Ms Beaumont compet-
ed in the competition playing for Auckland Canoe 
Polo which won the Open B grade section and also 
for the Women’s A grade for Christchurch club 
Burnside Canoe Polo coming 3rd in that section. 

Sports Elite
The Sports Elite students continued to achieve ex-
cellent results in their competitions and many have 
made it into North Harbour representative teams.
Madison Bartlett competed for Pirates in the Junior 
Touch Nationals.  Their team won the final 7-2 and 
she was named in the New Zealand tournament team.
Katie McDonald played as an Under 16 North Har-
bour soccer representative in the National ID tourna-
ment in Napier.  Their team finished fifth in a very close 
competition where little separated the top five teams.
Adam McDonald represented North Harbour in the Un-
der 14 Boys’ competition at the Perry Foundation National 
Soccer ID tournament. Their team won the tournament.
John Wrightson represented North Harbour in the 
National  ID  Soccer competition.  Their team finished 
third.
Aisha Bower made it in to the North Harbour 
Under 15 Netball representative team and was also 
made captain.  Aisha has also been selected in the 
Performance Centre for North Harbour Netball.



Sports Office  -  phone: 481 0141 extension 749
Arie van der Zwan, Director of Sport  -  email: ariev@northcote.school.nz

Ruth Blackwood/Donna Cook, Sport Coordinators  -  email: sports@northcote.school.nz
Shane Latch, Elite Sport Coordinator  -  email: shanel@northcote.school.nz

Mitchell Davison has excelled in his swimming 
this year.  He was selected in a representative team 
to compete in the Arafura International competi-
tion and achieved a bronze medal in the 200m event.  
Mitchell also achieved personal best in three of his 
events in a recent Auckland level 1 competition.
Tim Vickers has had more Kart Sport success in his racing 
divisions and we wish him luck in his quest to qualify for 
the World Championships in Egypt in November. Mean-
while Tim was one of only three drivers selected by the 
Toyota Racing Series Management Team to test drive in 
the TRS Wings and Slicks Formula Car at the end of May.

Waterpolo
During the last week of the school holidays the North-
cote College Senior Boys’ Waterpolo team competed in 
the National Secondary Schools Waterpolo Division 2 
Championship held in Hamilton.  Each game was a real 
test of the boys’ fitness and commitment to the game 
and team.  This year the team was led by team captain 
Laurence Macintosh, with new team members Aar-
on Young, Ryan Doubleday and Sid Dymond (goal-
ie) stepping up to the challenges of the senior games.  
The team can be very proud of their performance, they 
were excellent representatives of Northcote College for 
their conduct outside of school and attitude to the game.  
Thank you to all the parents, coach and manager for 
supporting the team throughout the tournament. The  
Senior Boys team won four, drew one and lost two 
games, finishing 4th in the Championship Division.

Thanks to:
The many outstanding coaches, managers and support-
ers of Northcote College sports teams, including:

Ms L Houltham: Saturday netball co-ordinator for 2009.

Mr F Ali: who has volunteered to coach both the senior 
and junior badminton teams.

Please note we will be holding trials for the Junior Bad-
minton teams later this term.

Jake Love: who has been doing a great job managing the 
two squash teams. 

Blake Rainey: for organising the lunchtime  
‘Ultimate Frisbee’ games and competition and for getting 
our ‘Lawn Bowls’ teams up and running.

Congratulations to:

Rasmus Bengtsson: First place in the Junior Boys’ 
division at the North Harbour Secondary Schools Cross 
Country event and 6th place in the Auckland Regional 
Championships.  

Sophia Newth: 3rd place in the Junior Girls at the 
Auckland Regional Cross Country Championships.

Elena Lochore-Ward:  2nd place in the Senior Girls 
Division at the Secondary Schools Rock Climbing event.

Erin Dwyer and Sophia Johnston: Selected for the 
Under 17 Netball North Harbour Squad 

Aisha Bower: Selected for the Under 15 North Harbour 
Squad.

The following students have been selected to 
North Harbour Representative Waterpolo teams

Alex Tod: Girls under 18B
Ryan Doubleday: Boys under 16A 
Aaron Young: Boys under 16B
Lewis Blake: Boys under 16C

The following students have been selected to 
North Harbour Representative Hockey teams.

Tracey Lydiard: Girls under 18A (Captain) 
	 Shannon MacGibbon: Girls under 18A 

Courtney Henderson and Chelsea  Bartels: 
   Girls Under 18B.

Past pupil Tavoi Taufalele (2005-2008) has been 
selected to the North Harbour Girls’ Under 18B Hockey 
team.

Upcoming Events:

Rugby League:  A North Harbour Tournament played 
once the rugby season has finished.

Social Volleyball: A nine week competition starting 10th 
June.

Badminton: Junior Badminton commences in Term 3.

Table Tennis: Junior Table Tennis commences in Term 
3.

If you are interested in taking part in 
any of these competitions please visit the 

Sports Office for further information 
and to sign up.



Past Pupil Update

Jessica Harding [2001 - 2005] was a recent recipient of 
a $6000 Freemasons’ Scholarship.  Jessica is in her final 
year of a conjoint Bachelor of Theology and Bachelor of 
Arts and is also the youth pastor at the Christian City 
Church and national director of  Primal Youth Churches. 

Michael Banks [2003 - 2007] was quick to action 
at his local gym where a man collapsed. Michael  
performed life-saving CPR for 13 minutes before  
ambulance officers arrived to take over the situation.  

Clare Milford [1999 - 2003, Dux 2003]   In 2008 at 
Auckland University, Clare completed a Bachelor of  
Engineering with Honours in Chemicals and Materials in  
conjunction with a Bachelor of Arts with a History 
major. She also  received the Senior Scholar Award in  
History. 
This year Clare entered a two year Graduate Pro-
gramme with BHP Billiton as a Metallurgist in a South  
Australian copper mine. The mine is located 600 kilome-
tres north of Adelaide and of the 2000 employees only 
about 10% are female. On a recent visit home Clare re-
ported that she is enjoying the challenges and new learn-
ing opportunities. 

Amy Overington [1995 - 1999] is a scientist at 
the Fonterra Research Centre.  After leaving  
Northcote College Amy studied Food Technology at 
Massey University and went on to complete a PhD in 
Food Technology. Amy’s PhD involved using a mem-
brane to separate flavour compounds from a mixture of 
food components. The effectiveness of this process de-
pends on factors such as the properties of each flavour 
compound and interactions between flavour compounds 
and other dairy ingredients.

Nick Blazey [2003 - 2007] and three other friends took 
part in the Oxfam Trail Walker Challenge at Taupo on 
the 4th and 5th April.  The walk involved the team com-
pleting a 100k challenge in 36 hours.  Nick’s team ‘The 
Headless Monkeys’ successfully completed the challenge 
in 29 hours 51 minutes. With approximately 350 teams 
(1500 participants) this fundraising event has raised 
nearly $1million to help overcome poverty and injustice 
in some of the world’s poorest communities.

Kevin Locke [2003 - 2007]  played his debut game 
for the Warriors on Sunday 31st May. Kevin scored 
two tries and one conversion during the Warriors 
win over the West Tigers. Kevin is an outstanding  
athlete and among his many successes and awards he was 
the Northcote College Sportsman of the Year in 2006. 

Use it while you can!

In the latest budget the Government announced 
they are cutting funding for Adult Community  
Education from 2010.  This means we will not be able to 
offer classes such as cooking, woodwork, arts and crafts, 
boating, yoga and languages at such an affordable level 
in the future.  Make the most of your chance to learn 
something new in the evenings, or on Saturdays during 
the remainder of 2009 by booking in to a course soon.

www.learn4life.co.nz or phone481 0144

Community Education

Joseph Douglas Lovich (Chappie) 1917 - 2009
Mr Lovich, a foundation pupil of Northcote  
School with a lifelong love of poetry and 
literature, sadly passed away recently.

Alexander Churchill [2003 - 2007] received the high-
est honour given at the 2009 National Jazz Festival held 
in Tauranga. He was awarded the trophy for the most 
outstanding musician of the festival competition. The 
combo which he organised and led, and which includes 
2008 Northcote College graduate Adam Fuhr, re-
ceived the trophy for Best Combo in the open section 
and the trophy for the Most Outstanding Band overall.

Alex is currently studying music at Massey University and 
plans to teach music as a career.  He returns to North-
cote College to help our saxophone section develop. 

Affair of the Heart

The 2009 ‘Affair of the Heart’ committee would like 
to acknowledge the generous support that the event re-
ceived. $28,000 was raised, making 2009 the most suc-
cessful event yet.  The money has been used to purchase 
two projectors and screens for use by the school’s per-
forming arts groups.

At Northcote College  we are fortunate to have an ac-
tive community of parents, staff  and professional artists 
who support the exhibition each year. The ‘Affair of the 
Heart’ committee would like to thank retiring Chairper-
son, Margot Richmond, for her leadership, enthusiasm 
and hard work. 

If you would like to help with next year’s event please 
contact the school office.

Affair of  the Heart 5th - 7th March 2010


