








Student Activities

Kiwi Climate Ambassador

Congratulations to Rick Zwaan 12HC who will repre-
sent New Zealand in December at the UNICEF Chil-
dren’s Climate Change Forum in Copenhagen, Den-
mark. Rick will join delegates from the Pacific Islands
and will have the opportunity to present to the forum
how climate change is affecting the young in the South
Pacific. Following the forum there will be a high-level
meeting of decision makers representing every country
in the world which could potentially lead to an historic
agreement on how to tackle climate change.

Rick is most deserving of this opportunity and will make
a fine delegate. He has been an active member of the
Northcote College envirogroup ‘Cocoon’. He has co-
ordinated and participated in several action projects to
raise awareness of climate change in our region and his
work has involved organising regional youth forums, be-
ing part of the Northcote College Youth Jam team that
presented at a national and international conference, as
well as organising waste, water and energy audits at school
in order to seek better ways to improve the school’s man-
agement of these resources. Rick has been instrumental
in effecting positive changes for sustainability within the
school and wider community.

Le Roys Bush Community Planting

On Thursday 27th August students from Northcote
College went into Le Roys Bush to plant grasses that will
both beautify and improve the once barren wetland area
deep in the valley. This initiative is part of the school’s
ongoing partnership with the North Shore City Coun-
cil and is coordinated by Enviroschools Facilitator, Mo-
nique Zwaan.

During the day many students .
from the Learning Support Centre
and the Horticulture Skills class
ferried the plants to the swamp
area which was a slippery 10 ‘
minute walk from Onewa Road.
After school Bryn Kettle, Callum
Mays, William Hay, T] Pascoe F==
and Sabrina Webster, teachersand
council staff planted 165 grasses

into the muddy swamp.

We all got really muddy and had lots of fun digging holes,
adding fertiliser pellets and planting the grasses firmly
into the mud. We finally finished at 5.30pm.

Thanks to the council for making it happen and for their
recent donation of native plants to the school.

Sabrina Webster 13L.D

Student Council

The Student Council is made up of elected representa-
tives from each year level in the school and is actively
involved with a broad spectrum of activities to improve
and benefit students, the school and others in the wider
community.

A key aspect has been the promotion of healthy food
in our café with fruit, variety of options and education
being the focus.

Road safety around the school continues to be a con-
cern and we are in the process of consulting North Shore
City road engineers in the hope of better student safety,
particularly in crossing Kauri Glen Road after school.

A mufti-day was held recently
collecting non-perishable food
items instead of a two dollar do-
nation. There was an enormous
quantity and range of items do-
nated and all were given to the
local De Paul House Foodbank
to support families in need.

The annual Orange Week
Appeal for the Auckland City

Mission was another Student

Council co-ordinated event
and this year was again wide-
ly supported by Northcote
College students and their

families.

Donations have been sent out to help with many other
charities that the students have chosen, including the
Breast Cancer Foundation and Heart Kids and volunteer
collectors have helped with Daffodil Day to support the
Cancer Society.

The newest project Student Council is working with is
Operation Christmas Child to help those children in Fiji
and the Solomon Islands, where Christmas is not a giv-
en, to have something special.



Fashion Show Fundraiser

On Friday 21st August, the Year 12 and 13 Fashion
students held a fashion
show in the school hall to
fundraise for a trip to the
World of Wearable Arts in
Wellington at the end of term.
Lunch time and after school
sessions for designers, models,
dressers and the hair and make-
up team were held regularly in
preparation for the event.

The day of the fashion show
was a blur. Eleni, Gemma and Kim spent the day doing
last minute type-ups and planning. At 4.30pm the crew
started gathering in the hall, models got their hair and
makeup done and those who were waiting were practis-
ing their walk. The designers were helping the dressers
backstage with the organising of the clothes and the bake
sale and raffle team were setting up their stall at the front
of the hall. 7pm and showtime came all too quickly.

There were more than 100 people in the audience and
they were all amazed by the quality of the show. The
stage, sound and lighting team did a great job with the
catwalk, lights and sound. Ms Barrie opened the show
and Eleni, Kenya and Kim were the MCs for the night.
The fundraiser showcased more than 30 students’ gar-
ments in four categories: Street-wear, Reconstructed Den-
im, Cocktail and Mazda. It was a great night and with
all the positive feedback, we look forward to doing it
again next year. Thank you to everyone who participated,
helped and supported this fabulous fashion show.

Kimberley Yong 12ZHR

Writers & Readers Festival

On the 14th of May, the English and Media depart-
ments took 140 students to the Auckland Writers and
Readers Festival at the Aotea Centre. It was the first
time in the event’s history that a special day had been
organised for schools and we were lucky to be able to take
advantage of this with such a big group from our Year 12
Literature option, Year 12 and 13 Media classes and the
Senior Writers’ group.

We were treated to presentations by award winning
British author Mal Peet, M T Anderson (the author
of the novel Feed that many of our students study at

Year 11), writers from Outrageous Fortune James Griffin
and Rachel Lang, recent New Zealand Post award winner
Kate de Goldi and inspirational Slam poet Sonya Renee.
We were fortunate to have much of these sessions devot-
ed to the writers answering questions from the audience
about the process of writing and what inspires successful
writers to put pen to paper.

[t was a very successful and memorable day. Thanks to
Mrs Manoa and Ms Kay for their expert organisation.

Pieta Chapman 13FIR

Bake ‘n Shave

An event initiated and organised by Northcote College
students raised approximately $4000 for CanTeen, a divi-
sion of the Child Cancer Foundation.

As a response to a friend and
classmate being diagnosed with
leukaemia earlier this year stu-
dents decided to shave their hair
to raise funds and show their sup-
port for their friend.

Tegan Bartlett (pictured above) confidently said “shaving
a bit of hair is not a big deal com-
pared to what she is going through.
It’s going to grow back”. Losing her
long locks was a sacrifice she was pre-
pared to make, along with other stu-
dents and staff at the college. In con-
junction with the shave event a bake
sale was also held to contribute towards the overall total.

Video Production Live

Northcote College was recently the venue for the live
broadcast of the TVNZ Breakfast weather presentations.

Tamati Coffey and the TVNZ production crew set up
outside the college TV Studio and provided an oppor-
tunity for Year 12 and 13 production students to help
deliver the live half hourly crosses throughout the morn-
ing Breakfast show. Students were able to operate the
cameras, help with sound and visual mixing and setting
up lighting and microphones. Tamati chatted and gave
tips about presenting in between the indoor and outdoor
broadcasts.



Sports Report

The winter season has come to an end and planning
for the summer season is now underway.

Thank you to all the coaches and managers who have
helped make the winter sporting season possible. We
appreciate the huge amount of time and effort you
have put into the teams.

Underwater Hockey

The four Underwater Hockey teams competed at the
Northern Area Regional Tournament in June. The Sen-
ior Open Boys were placed 5th. Both the Senior Open
and Senior Girls teams went on to compete at the New
Zealand Secondary Schools Championships Tournament
held in Christchurch during Tournament Week.

Rugby League

For the first time in recent years we have entered a rugby
league team in the North Harbour competition in the
Open Grade. The team won their first game against
Glenfield 32 -24 and with another four games and finals
(on Saturday 26 September) it should be a great competi-
tion. Thank you to Mr Snowden who has done a fantas-
tic job in organising and coaching the team.

Hockey

The Girls 2nd XI had a very successful season, losing only
three games. The team contained a range of experience
- from absolute beginners to those who have been play-
ing for years. They worked together well, supported each
other and had a lot of fun. Everyone took their turn at
playing goalie, with some interesting outcomes, and the
end result was a second placing in their grade. Thanks
to Owen Goodwin for his coaching assistance and for
umpiring every week!

Badminton

Five teams entered into this competition. In the past bad-
minton players have had to self-coach and manage their
teams. This winter we have a teacher, Mr Ali, who helps
with coaching badminton. Teams practise on Wednes-
days at lunchtime and are looking at having a weekend
practice. Competition results have been mixed but all are
very enthusiastic. With coaching now available we look
forward to being able to increase our participation and
improve results.

Volleyball

Term 4 brings the Junior Volleyball competition. This
year we are lucky to have the input of Mr Johnston who
has conducted trials and will coach along with Mr Con-
rad. We have four junior teams entered into the competi-
tion. There are practices at lunchtime and after school.
With Mr Johnston’s input we look forward to the season
and seeing the improvement of the junior players as they
progress.

Soccer

The 1st XI Boys Soccer Team had another tremendous
season playing a total of 33 games. They equalled last
year’s best ever finish by coming 4th in the Auckland Sec-
ondary Schools A2 (second division) League and again
having a sensational run in the Knockout Cup by reach-
ing the semi-finals.

The whole squad showed outstanding commitment to
training, a desire for success and played fantastic football
all season. With much of the team returning to school in
2010, winning A2 and promotion to Al is a realistic pos-
sibility and the goal for next season.

Netball

Eleven netball teams have now completed their season
with varying degrees of success.

Team 1 has earned automatic entry into the premier di-
vision for next season, thanks to some great team play,
commitment and fantastic coaching staff.

Team 7 are runners-up in the College 7/Championship
Division and are invited to the Netball North Harbour
Prizegiving - well done!

In the Flight Divisions - Team 8 and Year 9/2 just missed
out on first place by count back of goals.

Thank you to the players and their coaches who turned
out for practices and games throughout the very wet and
windy season! If you have been inspired to coach a team,
please contact the Sports Department for more details.
We will provide resources and training.

Tournament Week:

Northcote had six teams competing in tournaments
around the country and one in Australia. While the
results were mixed all the players had a great time and
represented the school well.



Sports Office - phone: 481 0141 extension 749
Arie van der Zwan, Director of Sport - email: ariev@northcote.school.nz
Ruth Blackwood/Donna Cook, Sport Coordinators - email: sports@northcote.school.nz
Shane Latch, Elite Sport Coordinator - email: shanel@northcote.school.nz

Basketball Premier Girls (AA Premierships Tourna-
ment Auckland) - Congratulations to the Girls Team,
who have qualified for the Nationals at the end of Sep-
tember with their 4th placing.

Basketball Senior Open Boys (AA Premierships Tour-
nament Auckland) - Unfortunately the boys came up
against some top ranked teams early in the tournament
but did well to end up mid-table.

Soccer Boys 1st XI (Linwood Cup Auckland) - The team
started off with a loss against Burnside but came back
with two wins and two draws before their final game
against Mt Roskill, going down by two goals in a hard
fought game.

Soccer Gitls 1st XI (Northern Central Satellite Tourna-
ment Papamoa) - Mr McCurran travelled with his team
to compete against some great competition from around
New Zealand. They did well by placing 4th in Pool A after
seven games (four wins, one draw and two close losses).
Great team spirit and attitude was shown by the whole
team especially in the windy and cold conditions. We
give special thanks to Sonya Galbraith for her ‘behind
the scenes’ efforts.

Underwater Hockey Senior Open and Senior Girls
(National Champs Christchurch) - The Senior Open and
Senior Girls teams travelled to Christchurch to compete
at the National Secondary School Champs. The Senior
Open team placed 11th and the Senior Girls team placed
15th.

Congratulations:

To the following students selected for representative teams:

Underwater Hockey - Jaimee Dudley and Tristin Slater
Under 18 Girls; Leon Lindsay-Russell, Matt Cowie
and Liam Cornish Under 18 Boys.

Waterpolo - Alex Lowen and Patrick Bowmar North
Harbour Under 18B; Sid Dymond NZ under 15 Boys
and Waitakere U16 Boys.

Soccer - Sikander Yousufi Auckland Schools U19.

Chris Tan 4th in the 2009 Ringside World Boxing
Championships held in Kansas City, Missouri.

Sian Emery swam at the North Island Secondary School
Synchronised Swimming Champs and placed 6th in the
Secondary Solo Championship

Katy Neville came 2nd in both her A Grade Trampoline
events at the Auckland Secondary Schools Gymsports
Championships held in June and 5th place in the NZ
Secondary Schools Competition held in early September.

Chad Milnes won the title of NZ Golden Gloves Youth
Boxing Champion in the under 57kg Division.

Correction: Canoe Polo - In the last newsletter we incor-
rectly stated the Northcote Canoe Polo team won the
New Zealand Canoe Polo National League. It was their
coach Ms Beaumont’s team who won the League.

Nike+ Challenge

Northcote College has entered 100 students
in the Nike+ Schools Challenge this year. The
Nike+ Challenge is an Australia and New
Zealand-wide competition to find the fittest
Students have to run as
far as they can in a 22 day period. There are
strict guidelines and some limitations around
the challenge in order to ensure students’ health
is looked after, but the most important idea is to
get students involved and active while encourag-
ing school spirit and having fun.

school in Australasia.

The winning school so far is Auckland Grammar
with all 100 of their students registering the max-
imum number of kilometres allowed per day. At
this stage Northcote is 40th.

Registered students who have not begun upload-
ing their kilometres need to get out there and
start running!




Admin Notices

Affair of the Heart

Northcote College /Rotary Partnership

Northcote College is pleased to acknowledge the gener-
ous support from the Rotary Club who have commit-
ted to providing a fund of $6000 towards a Northcote
College project. This fund has been provided in recogni-
tion of the contribution the college has made over the
past three years towards the annual Rotary Charity Book-
fair. We look forward to updating you with details once
a suitable project has been chosen.

Thanks to Birkenhead Auto Centre, 272 Onewa Road,
Birkenhead, for their support of Northcote College. The
Birkenhead Auto Centre generously provided 20 vouch-
ers for free WOF checks that were able to be raffled to
support fundraising activities in the school.

Step Up Secondary School Revision Programme
Unitec in Schools, through the Step Up programme
provides senior secondary students with opportunities
to help prepare for end of year external examinations.
Enrolments for revision courses are being accepted now.
Phone 8154321 ext 8181, email bjones@unitec.ac.nz or
visit the website http://stepup.unitec.ac.nz

School Supplies Direct

Every stationery order through OfficeMax’s School Sup-
plies direct programme earns Northcote College points
towards a school rebate on purchases. The programme
is free to join and easy to use. Visit myschools.co.nz and
enjoy maximum benefits on your purchases and earn re-
wards for the college.

Security

There have been a number of after-hours break-ins to cars
parked in and around the school. We urge you to be care-
ful with security and not leave any bags or other items
visible in your car. The police have been notified of the
situation and we ask that you report any suspicious be-
haviour or any further incident.

Measles Outbreak

This is a serious and highly infectious viral disease which
can make people very sick. Please notify the School Nurse
of any confirmed cases of measles within Northcote

College. Phone 481 0141 extension 759 or email

susannes@northcote.school.nz

5th - 7th March 2010

Planning is now underway for the school’s annual major
fundraising event, ‘Affair of the Heart’. This is an exhi-
bition marked by the high standard of the art works for
sale and its success is a tribute to the generous support
that the event receives from sponsors, parents, staff and
artists.

Funds from the 2009 show provided the twin screen and
projection system which featured in Talent Quest 09.

If you would like to help in 2010 in any way, including
sponsorship, baking or helping on the weekend, please
contact the school office on 481 0141.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Past Pupil Update

Elliot Christensen-Yule [2002-2006] has been cast in a
play alongside George Henare and Annie Whittle. ‘The
History Boys’ directed by Alan Bennett will run 8th -
24th October at the Maidment Theatre.

Amanda Harris [2000-2004] is currently studying on a
full scholarship as a Scholar Athlete at Alderson Broaddus
College in West Virginia, USA. Amanda’s scholarship
is until 2012 for her studies in Marketing and Business
and she has been asked to do the Honours programme.
Amanda’s basketball skills have taken her all the way to
the State Championships.

Catherine Page [2000-2004] is the Workforce
Development Co-ordinator: Maori Health Services,
Counties Manukau District Health Board.

Catherine graduated from Auckland University in 2008
after completing her Honours degree and now helps co-
ordinate a secondary school based programme targeting
Maori students from Year 10 level. The aim is to increase
the number of Maori students taking Science at Year 13
and promoting health studies to tertiary level. They are
currently working within a number of wharekura (total
immersion) and mainstream schools.

Northcote College is pleased to welcome back Liz
Carpenter, nee Shekell, [2001-2005] and Toby Powell
[1997-2001] who are here on teaching practicum.



