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Principal’s Comment

ut prosim aliis

The Last Days 2009

continued over page

27 & 28 Jan - Senior Course Confirmation

2 Feb - Year 9 and Peer Support Leaders Only

3 Feb - Whole School [Timetable Day 1]

Term 1:	 Tuesday 2 February - Thursday 1 April
Term 2:	 Monday 19 April - Friday 2 July
Term 3: 	 Monday 19 July - Friday 24 September
Term 4:	 Monday 11 October - Friday 10 December

for further information please refer to the college website 
www.northcote.school.nz

Start of Year 2010

●	 Thur 10 Dec	 Inter-form Sports
		  [1.30pm finish]

●	 Fri 11 Dec	 10am Junior Prizegiving
		  Reports Issued
		  Term IV Ends
		  [approx 11.15am]

Kenny Chan

DUX
2009

The end of the school year has arrived. Almost all  
students, both junior and senior have completed their 
examinations. At school and in the community we are 
well into end of year celebrations and events. Students in 
Years 9 and 10 have returned to school for the final two 
weeks of classes and teachers are marking and returning 
junior exams and writing reports.  The junior production 
and Leavers’ Dinner are significant events this week with 
Junior Prizegiving, the final event of the year, next week.

2009 has been extraordinarily positive and this is  
reflected in the content of this newsletter and the  
recently completed school yearbook which showcases  
student achievement in 2009.

Student achievement is at the heart of all that we do. 
Throughout the year and especially at this time of 
the year, as the school community comes together to  
celebrate student achievement, we are reminded of just how  
impressive the students’ individual and  
collective achievements are. The celebration of  
achievement at prizegivings each year is an important  
symbol of the value we place on hard work and the 
achievement resulting from effort.  

Kenny Chan, Dux 2009 and Ivor Popovich, Proxime  
Accessit 2009, have both set an excellent example in 
terms of work ethic throughout their time at Northcote. 
To be the top students in Year 13 is hugely significant 

and both boys have worked tirelessly to reach their 
goals. Their success is extraordinary, however it does not  
detract from the success of others. Every student who 
has achieved personal excellence this year and made the 
most of their opportunities can also be proud of their 
achievements.  

I was delighted to welcome Richard Stebbing, Dux 
and Head Boy in 2006, to assembly this week. Richard  
presented the Junior Service and Culture Awards to 
students in Years 9 and 10. These awards recognise 
the involvement and voluntary contributions students 
have made to the wider life of the school in 2009 and  



Principal’s comment continued

Use It or Lose It! 
At the end of May it was announced in the Budget that 
funding for Adult and Community Education in schools 
would be cut by 80% for 2010. Community Education 
staff, school staff and adult students worked long and 
hard to reverse this decision, phoning talkback radio, 
writing to the press, attending public meetings, marching 
down Queen Street, signing petitions and writing person-
al letters to MPs and Ministers; but Education Minister 
Anne Tolley stood firm and unfortunately TEC  funding 
to Northcote College has in reality been cut by closer 
to 95%.  Long Bay College, Takapuna Grammar and  
Westlake Boys High School have closed their ACE  
departments from the end of the year.

Northcote College will continue to offer a reduced ACE 
programme in 2010. The lack of funding means that 
courses have to be self-supporting so fees have to sub-
stantially increase. We ask that you continue to support 
the classes and our excellent team of tutors. If you don’t 
enrol we won’t be able to continue the classes into the 
second half of the year. 

If your circumstances mean that you cannot afford to 
continue your life-long learning journey please contact 
the co-ordinator and we will try to make a special ar-
rangement for you to pay for your course.

For the 2010 programme keep an eye on our website 
www.learn4life.co.nz or call 481-0144 for a brochure.

Liz Godfrey and Lorraine Cole
Northcote College Community Education

reflect the school’s motto ut prosim aliis  (that I may be of  
service to others). It is heartening to see so many students 
receiving awards and clearly showing positive personal 
qualities through their willingness to help.

Richard Stebbing features on the back page of this news-
letter. He became the school’s second ever Rhodes Schol-
ar when the 2010 Rhodes Scholarships were announced 
recently. We are enormously proud of Richard and I look 
forward to placing his graduation photograph on the 
wall next to the school’s existing Rhodes Scholar, Robert 
Aspden, where they can together provide inspiration to 
the current generation of Northcote students.  They too 
are examples of the truth that effort and success are inex-
tricably linked.

ERO report
One of the most significant events of the year was the 
2009 ERO review and report. It is my pleasure to provide 
a copy of the report as a supplement to this newsletter. 
The Education Review Office has confirmed in their  
report that Northcote College has a very positive school 
culture that supports learning and achievement. I  
encourage you to read the report  and assure you that 
we will continue to look for how we might change to 
make further improvements and to respond to the  
opportunities and challenges we face.  

Goals for 2010
Term 4 has seen staff planning for 2010. The focus in 
2010 will be to continue to strengthen our ability to self-
review, in particular, greater inclusion of student voice 
in appraisal and teaching programme reviews, and build-
ing capacity in departments to evaluate data and use this  
evidence to better meet the needs of students.

As always I invite and welcome feedback from parents. 
All suggestions, ideas and comments can be emailed to 
principal@northcote.school.nz

Thank you and farewells
Thank you to those who have supported the school 
throughout 2010. Northcote College would not  
function without the goodwill of students, staff, parents 
and friends of the school. I appreciate all of the efforts 
made.

To students and their families for whom this newsletter 
will be your last, I wish you all the best and look forward 
to hearing from you in the future as your lives expand 
into new horizons. 

Finally I wish all Northcote College families the very 
best for a safe and enjoyable summer holiday and look  
forward to students returning to school in 2010. 

				    Vicki Barrie

1st XV Rugby Tour
Northcote College is planning to take a rugby squad on 
tour to South Africa in September 2010.

This will be a once in a lifetime experience for the  
students and an opportunity to improve life skills and  
promote Northcote College rugby. At the moment there 
are a number of fundraising activities underway.

You can help! You could:

	 •	 offer a donation?
	 •	 purchase a Christmas tree?
	 •	 hire help around the house or section?

For enquiries  and offers of support please:

1. 	 Email Charles Wallace, 1st XV Teacher in Charge,
	 on	 southafricatrip@northcote.school.nz
2.  	 Telephone Pauline Katterns, 1st XV Jobs  
	 Co-ordinator, on 027 7286002
3.	 Refer to the college website:
	 www.northcote.school.nz



Northcote College Senior Special Prizes 2009

Senior Prizegiving is an opportunity to celebrate and share in the academic success achieved by students. We  
congratulate not only those acknowledged on the night but also the many others who have risen to meet their own 
challenges and goals throughout the year.

Year 11
Nicholas Mainwaring - Year 11 Information Technology Cup;  Lorenz Murphy - Guisinger Cup for Year 11 
Musician; Holly Gillard - Zhi Gong Year 11 Art Award.

Year 12
Ruby Porter - Year 12 Classics Cup, Heath Fashion Award for Most Promising Young Designer; Tessa Forde - 
Senior Writers Prize; Gloria Yi - Harbourne & Arthur Cup for Year 12 Instrumental Music; Joel Hardgrave - Year 
12 Natcoll Design Technology Prize; Cameron Hicks - Year 13 Natcoll Design Technology Prize; Dee Dee Htun - 
Northcote College Student Council Award; Haylee Koroi - Chris Deverill Memorial Trophy for Courage.

Year 13
Sarah Denmark - AFS Award for the Fostering of International Relations; Puipui Masima - Kent Kava Bowl for 
Pasifika Leadership; Daiyaan Rhoda - Vineyard Trophy for Integrity, Service and Consideration of Others; Chris 
Bradley - Lodge North Harbour Masonic Award for Contribution to the Welfare of Others, Richard Horrocks Cup 
for Outstanding Contribution in the use of New Technologies; Ripeka Page - School Spirit Award, Cable Family 
Award for Commitment to Te Reo Maori and Maoritanga; Andrew Harrison - Shakespeare Award for Outstand-
ing Contribution to Drama and Performance in the School; Rebekah Ryan - Choir Cup for Outstanding Singer; 
Chris Tan - Mary Fitzwilliam Cup for Year 13 Instrumental Music, Sutherland Cup for Excellence in Mathemat-
ics; Kirsty Bowerman - North Shore City Bursary, Deputy Head Girl Award; David Carpenter - North Shore 
City Bursary; Amber Regan - AUT Vice Chancellor’s Award; Tracey Lydiard - AUT Significant Student Award, 
Head Girl Award; Charlotte Cooper - Massey University High Achiever (Academic) Scholarship; Asher Truppman-
Lattie - Massey University High Achiever (Arts & Academic) Scholarship, University of Auckland Jubilee Award; 
Jaimee Dudley - University of Auckland Chancellor’s Award for Top Maori & Pacific Island Scholars; Miller 
Christensen-Yule - Stuart Myers Cup for the Most Promising Musician, Head Boy Award; Matt Innes - Purllant Cup 
for Most Improved Musician during their time at Northcote College; Jamie Farquhar - WHK (NZ) Ltd Prize
in  Accounting; Tim Vickers - Fletcher Art Cup for Outstanding Achievement in Art; Tom Walter - Millicent 
Hoyle Prize for Senior English; Mary Anne Dacanay - National College of Tourism & Travel Award; Andrew 
Fegan - Deputy Head Boy Award; Ivor Popovich - Eddy Sanders Award for Senior Biology, Proxime Accessit; 
Kenny Chan - Hopkins Cup for Chemistry, William Kells Cup for Outstanding Senior Science Student, Year 13 
Classics Cup, DUX.

Our thanks to Northcote Rotary for their generous sponsorship of the 2009 Senior Prizegiving.

Earlier in the term we began the process of handing the 
student leadership from Year 13 2009 to Year 13 2010. 
Approximately 70 outstanding students were nominated 
and we congratulate the 22 elected Prefects for 2010.

Tegan Bartlett (Head Girl)

Tasman Bartlett-Masina (Head Boy)

Maeghan Donnelly (Deputy Head Girl)

Oliver Gunman (Deputy Head Boy)

	
	 Paige Cook	 Karl Chatsinchai
	 Tasmin Doria	 Nathan Denmark
	 Brooke Fowler	 Theo Dombroski
	 Amelia Fagence	 Inigo Kwan-Parsons
	 Tessa Forde	 Sima Nedeljkov
	 Emma Henare	 Charles O’Loughlin
	 Courtney Henderson	 Jonathon Peat
	 Shaunee Hiha	 Patrick Wong
	 Bonnie Pyper	 Rick Zwaan

Prefects 2010



Student Achievement and Activities

 Mathematics Competitions 

Congratulations to the participants in all competitions.  
A number of Northcote College students have performed 
at the top levels of achievement:

National Bank Junior (Years 9 - 11) Exam

	 Special Awards (Top Scholars)
	 Luke Thomas 9NA (top 200 nationally)
	 Hannah Coombridge 11JD (top 200 nationally)
	 Jamie Peterson 11KA (top 100 nationally)

	 Merit Awards (Top 20% nationally)
	 Chris Chang 9UN
	 Catherine Lee 9PT
	 Danielle Townsend 9MY
	 Jovana Nedeljkov 10RV
	 Sophea Ing 10RV

Eton Press Senior Mathematics Exam
	 Joel Brown -  Merit  (Top 200 nationally)

Australian Mathematics Exam
	 Distinction Awards
	 Chris Chang 9UN
	 Matt Bailey 9NA
	 Katherine Robbins 9PT
	 Sophea Ing 10RV
	 Sid Dymond 10BE
	 Cameron Mew 10TG
	 Kevin Orense 10AX
	 Thomas Carter 10AX
	 Georgia Tong 10TG
	 Jamie Peterson 11KA
	 Timothy Emerson 11HN
	 Hannah Coombridge 11JD
	 Caspar Moxham 11KA
	 Sima Nedeljkov 12HR
	 Tegan Bartlett 12SNO
	 Joel Brown 12RA

University of  New South Wales  
English Assessment

We would like to congratulate all students who entered 
these assessments. Two students gained High Distinc-
tion (top 1% of results) in both the English and Writing  
Assessments:

	 Aram Valesyan 9BA
	 Shelby Haarhoff 10UK

NZ Economics Competition

Congratulations to all students who entered the NZ  
Economics competition. The most notable results were:

	 High Distinction
	 Ivor Popovich 13ML
	 Sharon Ryan 12HC
	 Harmen Donker 12HC
	 Justin Wong 12MM

Australian Language Competition
Following on from the success of Northcote College lan-
guage students in the Vocab Olympics (Spanish language) 
we congratulate the successful students who entered the 
Australian Language Competition. High Distinction was 
awarded to the following students:

	 French Certificate 1 
	 Raezel Villamena 11ED
	 Jessica Watson 11JD
	 French Certificate 2 
	 Madeline Bloxham 12HR
	 French Certificate 3 
	 Anita Russo 13WL
	 Jonathan Valois 13LA

	 Japanese Certificate 1
	 Erik Barczak 11HN
	 Timothy Emerson 11HN
	 Japanese Certificate 2
	 Rosabel Ng 11HN
	 Shirley Ou 11EV
	 Jaimie Spriggs 12CE
	

Congratulations to:

Andrew Harrison - selected to travel to the Globe Thea-
tre, London, in 2010 with a small group of drama stu-
dents chosen from throughout New Zealand.

Ruby Porter and Birgitta Swanberg - finalists in the 
Sunday Star Times Short Story Competition 2009.



London College of  Music Guitar Exams
Congratulations to the following students who have suc-
cessfully completed the London College of Music Guitar 
Exams.

Grade 8: 	 Matt Innes
Grade 7: 	 Thomas Walter (Merit), Wyatt Chambers
Grade 6: 	 Thomas McMillan
Grade 5:  	 Isaac McFarlane (Distinction),  
	 Aram Valesyan (Distinction), 
	 Daniel Woodbury (Merit), Ian Munro
Grade 3: 	 Liam Faulkner (Merit), 
	 Nick Ansley (Merit), 
	 Adam Blake, Kyle Shields

Ruby Porter (year 12) was the overall winner of the AUT 
Walk the Line Young Designers Fashion Show. Ruby’s 
garment Sympathy for the Devil took out the high fashion 
category and overall winner. The show was organised by 
YMCA Raise Up and the North Shore Youth Council.

Ruby was also a finalist in the Looking to the Future 
Young Fashion Designer Awards, a nationwide competi-
tion for designers aged 15-18. Ruby’s design for this com-
petition had to fit the design brief of ‘design and make 
a directional 18th century inspired outfit for women’s 
daywear’.

St John Northern Region Youth Cadet, Madeline 
Bloxham (year 12), is preparing to take part in competi-
tions as part of the St John’s International Youth Fes-
tival 2010 being held during January in Christchurch.  
Madeline is part of the Northern Squad who will test 
their first aid skills and drill routines against other teams 
from around New Zealand. 

Jayden Garnett (year 9) is the New Zealand Sport 
Stacking Champion for 2009. Jayden will now compete 
in Colorado with the NZ Black Stacks in 2010. This  
tournament will see him competing against  
approximately 2000 international representatives.  Stack-
ing is an activity of speed and co-ordination where a set of 
cups are stacked up in various sequences and taken down 
again. Jayden’s personal best  time  with the ‘cycle’ sequence   
is 6.93 seconds.

Year 12 History classes recently enjoyed two separate 
guest speakers to their classes.

Consul General Randy Berry from the United States 
Consulate spoke with the classes about American civil 
rights and the Vietnam war.  Students not only heard 
about separated schools in the 1950s and the journey 
of the people from the past pursuing their civil rights in 
America but also were able to ask their own questions.

Tigilau Ness met with the students to share his per-
sonal  account of New Zealand history. Mr Ness 
fought for the rights of Polynesians in the 1970s. 
He became part of the Polynesian Panthers, a  
liberal organisation that fought racism in New  
Zealand and he also had a significant role in the 1981 
Springbok tour protests. 

These guests provided the students with a practical  
element to their studies and created enthusiasm and 
open discussion on the topics raised.

Emma Cameron (year 12) has won a place in the NZ 
Chemistry Olympiad training squad. Only 35 of the stu-
dents from around NZ who sat the selection tests have 
been chosen for the squad.  This group will study and 
undertake assignments up until April next year when the 
final team of four will be selected for the Olympiad to 
be held in Tokyo in July 2010. The Olympiad compe-
tition will require competitors (from approximately 90 
countries) to sit a five hour theory test and a five hour 
practical test.

Our thanks to the Rotary Club of 
Northcote who have generously  
donated a class set of 30 Usborne illustrated  
dictionaries to the school.

Rick Zwaan (year 12) is currently in 
Copenhagen Denmark, at the UNICEF Children’s  
Climate Forum.  Rick, along with four other young peo-
ple chosen nationally, will represent New Zealand and 
share their views on climate change, how it affects this 
area of the world and what we can do about it.

Rick has recently been featured in ‘Teara-
way Magazine’ and on TV3 Nightline with  
Samantha Hayes.



Sports Report

Sports Prizegiving
The 2009 sports prizegiving was held on 5 November, ac-
knowledging excellence in sporting achievements.  Frano 
Botica, guest speaker, gave an inspiring speech emphasis-
ing the need to recognise what you want to achieve, hav-
ing the ability to focus on your goals and the work ethic 
that will need to be set in place to help achieve those 
goals.  Very inspiring and hopefully motivating for the 
students. We would like to thank all those who attended 
and everyone who helped make the prizegiving a success.

Congratulations to:

	 Oliver Gunman - Victor Ludorum 2009
	 Katarina Hiku - Victrix Ludorum 2009
	 Ryan Doubleday - Junior Sportsman 2009
	 Madison Bartlett & Sophia Johnston 
	 - Junior Sportswoman 2009 joint winners

Special thanks to our sponsors Club Physical,  
Birkenhead Auto Centre, Fuji Xerox, Contract Envi-
ronmental Limited, Kukri New Zealand Ltd and Hadyn 
& Rollett Construction for all the help they have given 
to the college this year.  Thank you for your support of 
Northcote College Sport. 

Nike+ Challenge
100 students officially entered the Nike+ Challenge 
with the aim to run many miles in the allocated 22 days. 
The winner from Northcote College was Year 9 student  
Jackson Walker who was awarded a brand new IPOD 
NANO. Jackson clocked an impressive 250kms.  

Rugby League
In the last week of Term 3 the Northcote College Rugby 
League team defeated Westlake 16 - 8 in wet and windy 
conditions to put them into the final of the Open Weight 
division at Stanmore Bay.  Westlake got the better of us 
in the final taking out the Open Weight title.  Northcote 
were runners-up. The boys had a fantastic tournament. 
Thanks to Mark Snowden for his invaluable skills in 
coaching and bringing the team together. 

At the end of this tournament five Northcote College 
players were selected to one of the two merit teams (the 
North Harbour Open Weight Merit Team) – Gus Mani, 
Morgan Timoti-Cook, Inigo Kwan-Parsons, Levi 

Norton and Jack Fowler.  Morgan, Inigo, Levi and 
Jack were subsequently selected to play in a representa-
tive team to compete against the Warriors development 
squad. Harbour was leading 30 - 24 when the Warriors 
scored in their final set to secure a draw of 30 all.  A 
fantastic effort. 

Junior Waterpolo 

The Junior Water Polo team has continued to grow 
in strength during the year and have finished the sea-
son as runners-up in both the 2009 Auckland Second-
ary Schools competition and the 2009 North Island  
Secondary Schools competition (Division 2).

A big thank you to John Dymond (Manager) and  
Laurence Macintosh (Coach) for their hard work and 
support of the team.   We have a great group of players to 
work with next season.

School Cross Country
We were very fortunate to have a fantastic day to hold 
our annual school cross country races on Friday 16  
October. Everyone enjoyed themselves with pleasing re-
sults.

Junior Boys: 1st Rasmus Bengtsson; 2nd Lochy Crane; 
3rd Henry Law
Intermediate Boys: 1st Matthew Cowie; 2nd Mitchell 
Davison; 3rd James Gibb
Senior Boys: 1st Thomas Langford; 2nd Laurence 
Macintosh; 3rd Troy Cole
Junior Girls: 1st Sophia Newth; 2nd Leisha Cheong; 
3rd Emma Lovegrove
Intermediate Girls: 1st =  Sophie Wotherspoon and 
Erin Dwyer; 3rd Laura Crane
Senior Girls: 1st Birgitta Swanberg; 2nd Shannon 
MacGibbon; 3rd Lydia Warren

Junior Volley Ball 
At the end of the round one competition Team 1 and 
Team 2 Junior Girls teams were promoted to Division 
1.  Round two was a great competition which included 
a great win for Team 1 over a much more experienced 
Long Bay team.  Team 1 finished second in the North 
Harbour Division 1 competition (18 teams over 2 divi-



Sports Office  -  phone: 481 0141 extension 749
Arie van der Zwan, Director of Sport  -  email: ariev@northcote.school.nz

Ruth Blackwood/Donna Cook, Sport Coordinators  -  email: sports@northcote.school.nz
Shane Latch, Elite Sport Coordinator  -  email: shanel@northcote.school.nz

sions) which was a fantastic result.

Team 1 then entered the Auckland Secondary Schools 
Championships and over two days played five games.  
Pulling together on day two they produced an excellent 
2-0 win over Western Springs and then took the last two 
games to three sets against Mt Roskill and Westlake Girls.    

Beach Volleyball
Northcote College entered two junior girls teams in the 
North Harbour Secondary Schools Beach Volleyball 
Championships at Mairangi Bay. 

Sophia Johnston and Lydia Tobias came first winning 
the North Harbour Junior Beach Volleyball title for 
2009. They won all six matches and did not drop a set. 

Melissa Farquhar and Shelby Haarhoff came third 
finishing the tournament strongly. 

It was the first beach volleyball tournament for Lydia, 
Melissa and Shelby who all performed well.

We wish them luck at their next event, the Auckland  
Secondary Schools Championships in early December.

Aerobics
Well done to Jessica Power and Rebecca Power who 
competed at the recent National Secondary School  
Aerobics Championships in Christchurch. The girls had 
third place finishes in the junior novice individual and 
junior open novice individual respectively. 

Cheerleading
The Northcote College Cheerleading Squad, captained 
by Rose Levett and Elena Royden, took out 1st place 
in the High School Division at the Cheer and Dance  
Internationals 2009 Championships.  This squad of 13 
are now training hard for the Cheer Festival in June 2010.

Cricket
The Saturday morning team has enjoyed some excellent 
results this term with some great fielding and batting. 
Student coach, Kurt Law, has put a lot of effort into this 
team and is keen to work with a team again next season. 

The1st XI team, led by Ethan Neale, had mixed 
results but as a team they all worked hard every game with  

players showing a lot of improvement. 

The girls team are also improving every week with some 
strong fielding. 

Thank you also to Ethan Neale, Thomas Langford, 
Levi Norton and Daiyaan Rhoda for the work and ef-
fort they have put in with cricket while they have been at 
school.

Congratulations to:

Adam McDonald - North Harbour Soccer Representa-
tive. Adam is a member of the Under 14 Boys National 
ID squad and the North Harbour Under 14 winning 
team.

Arnau Farras-Knowles - selected to represent New 
Zealand (Royal NZ Yacht Squadron team) at the Musto 
International Youth match Racing Regatta in Sydney. 

Macarena Carrascosa - won gold in both the Junior 
Solo Dance and Free Skating competitions at the Artistic 
Roller Skating Area Championships. Macarena has now 
qualified for the National Championships.

Katy Neville who competed at the National trampo-
line champs and placed 3rd 15-16yrs trampoline, 4th  
Syncronized, and 5th Double mini trampoline. 

Ripeka Page, Alanah Hogg and Shaunee Hiha 
- selected for the North Harbour U19 Indoor Netball 
Team. 

Sophie Wotherspoon - gold in the 1500m freestyle and 
silver in the 800m freestyle at the Auckland Age Distance 
Champs on the 1st November.

Chad Milnes - the 2009 60kg (lightweight) New 
Zealand Youth Boxing Champion. Chad is also in the New  
Zealand Boxing Development Squad.

Cosmo Adams (Soccer), Ethan Rangi (Swimming), 
Daniel Moready (Swimming) - selected to represent 
North Harbour at the 2009 Special Olympics New  
Zealand Summer Games.  The games are only held once 
every four years so this is a fantastic opportunity.

A reminder that all Sports Prizegiving trophies are now 
due to be returned to the school.

We wish you all a safe and festive holiday and  
look foward to the 2010 sporting year.

Best Wishes from the Northcote College Sports Department



Professor Hamish Spencer [Dux 1977] Department of Zoology, University of Otago, has been elected as a Fellow 
of the Royal Society of New Zealand.  Professor Spencer is a world-renowned theoretical population geneticist best 
known for his work on genomic imprinting. 

Rachael King [1983-1987] has followed her award-winning The Sound of Butterfies with a second novel titled Magpie 
Hall.  

Jonathan King [1981-1985] directed the recently released Under the Mountain from the 1979 book of the same title 
by Maurice Gee. Jonathan wrote the screenplay for the movie, in conjunction with Matthew Grainger. The movie 
starred Sam Neill as well as Northcote College past pupil Sophie McBride [2001-2008].

Alexa Johnston [1968-1970] has recently released Second Helping a follow on cookbook from Ladies, A Plate: 
Traditional Home Baking. 

Victoria Bogue [2000-2004] completed a Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Science and was awarded a 
research scholarship. Tori is currently in her 3rd year of medical studies. As well as her studies Tori has continued in 
her love of dancing - most recently bringing awards home from the US Nationals in Las Vegas.

Richard Stebbing
Rhodes Scholar

Northcote College congratulates Richard Stebbing (Head Boy and 
Dux 2006) on his selection as a Rhodes Scholar.

Richard was one of three chosen after interviews 
with shortlisted applicants in Government House in  
Auckland. The scholarships, tenable at Oxford University, constitute 
the pinnacle of achievement for university graduates wishing to pursue 
postgraduate study at one of the world’s leading universities.

Richard is currently undertaking a Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) 
at the Universtiy of Auckland on an accelerated pathway which has  
enabled him to complete his four year degree in three years.  

At Oxford Richard will pursue a DPhil degree in  
Biomedical Engineering. He hopes to work with Oxford’s Biomedical 
Image Analysis Group on such projects as image-guided therapy, ana-
lysing tissue elasticity for detecting cancers, and techniques for assess-
ing the health of the heart.

Source: NZ Vice Chancellors’ Committee Media Release 19/11/09

Celebrating Past Pupils:

We enjoy sharing news of former students.  
Please send through your updates to office@northcote.school.nz


