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Thur 1 Apr	 End Term I
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2010

The 2010 academic year is now 
well underway. Students and 
staff have been very focused 
on teaching and learning. On 
Friday 19th March students 
received their progress reports 
to take home to parents and 
caregivers and parent teacher 
interviews have followed.

Although a week shorter than usual, Term I 2010 has 
offered students, staff and the wider school community 
plenty beyond the classroom to both challenge and en-
gage.  It has been a pleasure to see students seizing their 
chances to be involved in the annual swimming sports, 
athletic sports, Year 13 camp and Whanau class marae 
trip, and Polyfest. These annual events are now behind 
us for 2010 but students take with them the skills and 
attitudes they have helped to build. 

Board of  Trustee Elections
2010 is a school Board of Trustee election year. This is 
your opportunity as a parent or member of the wider 
school community to contribute to the success of all  
students by contributing to the governance of the school. 
Later in the newsletter you will find a link to the School 
Trustees Association website outlining the role of a  
trustee in more detail. I urge you to use this and to  
consider standing. 

I am pleased to report that current Northcote College 
Board members typically find the role interesting, reward-
ing and not unmanageable in terms of commitment. I 
speak on behalf of all board members when I say that 
we welcome contact from anyone interested in stand-
ing for election in 2010. Current board members are 
happy to discuss the requirements and rewards of board  
membership with prospective board members. Please 
contact us no matter how tentative your interest. 

Current Northcote College Board parent representatives 
are:

Mr Todd Bartlett - todd.bartlett@police.govt.nz
Dr Peter Cunningham - peterc@krmc.co.nz
Mr Terry Donnelly - terry@cll.net.nz 
Mr Steve Dwyer - dwyer.blackall@tdstructures.net.nz 
Mrs Tina George - tina@mcisaac.co.nz 
Mr Mark Katterns - m.katterns@hawkins.co.nz
Mrs Christine Kempkers - kempkers@slingshot.co.nz
Mr Phil Recordon - recordon@ihug.co.nz
Mrs Margot Richmond - magoo@xtra.co.nz

Key Dates
Nominations close on the 23rd of April. A meeting will 
be held at school on Monday 3rd May at 7.30pm to give 
parents an opportunity to meet the candidates before 
the election. Polls close on the 7th of May.

ICTPD Contract
We are in our second year of a three year Ministry of 
Education Information and Communication Technol-
ogy Professional Development (ICT PD) contract. The 
additional funding from this contract is allowing us to 
make considerable gains in the use of ICT to support 
student learning. The focus of the contract is profes-
sional learning and key goals include: 
•	 Developing the skills of teachers to use eLearning 	
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	 strategies and tools that improve student 
	 engagement, meet the needs of diverse learners
	 and students at risk of not achieving and 
	 prepare students for future learning.

•	 Developing a functional Learning Management 
	 System (LMS) where the teachers, students, parents 
	 and school communities can achieve greater 
	 educational success through the increased range of 
	 opportunities for learning, assessing, tracking and 	
	 improving an individual’s performance outside the
	 parameters of school.

Students and parents will perhaps have noticed increased 
use of e-learning strategies by classroom teachers. This 
will continue to develop. Recently we applied to be part 
of the National Education Network Trial which will give 
the school ultra fast broadband and access to KAREN.  
KAREN is the Kiwi Advanced Research and Education 
Network. It is an alternative to “commodity internet” for 
educational institutions. Also of interest to parents in 
particular is the news that by the end of next term we 
plan to have a parent portal giving parents secure on-line 
access to attendance and achievement information for 
their student.  

As part of the ICTPD contract, 11 teaching staff and I  
attended the annual learning@schools conference in Rotorua. 
One of the keynote addresses was by Dr Alan November. 
Dr November believes that one of the greatest challenges 
we face is teaching students how to deal with the over-
whelming amount of information available to them. He 
teaches a post graduate course in “critical thinking on the 
web” and shared some useful information management 
and research tips (including www.easywhois.com which 
reveals who established or supports any website) that we 
have already shared with students and staff. Alan Novem-
ber has a website www.novemberlearning.

On a related issue I am delighted to report that with the 
support of the Birkenhead Licensing Trust (through the 
Lion Foundation) we have now been able to install pro-
jectors into almost every teaching space at the school.  
Projectors are an invaluable tool for teachers as they de-
velop the use of e-learning strategies and without the con-
siderable financial support of the Birkenhead Licensing 
Trust, most recently a grant of $27,000 in February this 
year, the completion of this project would not have been 
possible. We can not adequately express our thanks. 

I would also like to acknowledge the support of the whole 
school community for the school’s annual fundraiser 
the “Affair of the Heart” art exhibition. This event has  

developed into something much more than a school  
fundraiser. It is a wonderful community event which 
benefits the school and the artists. From the tireless work 
of the fabulous committee of parents and staff, to all of 
those who volunteered to help, sponsor, set up, clean up, 
bake, sell tickets and support in ways too numerous to 
mention,  and of course to those of you who bought art 
or other items, thank you!  Although final figures are 
not available current estimates put the total raised by the 
2010 exhibition at around $25,000. Put the first week-
end of March 2011 in your diary for next year. 

Feedback

We continue to strive to improve and to respond to 
the learning needs of students. As always I invite and 
welcome feedback from parents. All suggestions, ideas 
and comments can be emailed to principal@northcote.
school.nz

				    Vicki Barrie

Northcote College Community Education courses con-
tinue despite government funding for Adult Community 
Education being slashed. 

Classes are available in a wide range of interesting areas 
and Term II courses start in April. Check the website for 
course details. 

Please tell your friends that night classes still exist. 
We currently face the issue of  low enrolments be-
cause too many in the community incorrectly believe 
that night classes have ended.
If you would like a brochure please phone 481-0144 or email  
learn4life@xtra.co.nz. Office hours are 10am-4pm  
Monday to Thursday.

	 Liz Godfrey - Coordinator
	 Community Education www.learn4life.co.nz

Community Education

Steve Carter
Principal 1971 - 1981

It is with sadness we advise that Steve Carter who 
was Principal at Northcote College from 1971 to 
1981 passed away on 20/3/2010. Steve’s ties to the 
school were not just as Principal but also as a former  
student.  He is remembered as a Principal of great  
integrity.



Student Achievement

Once again Northcote College students have achieved 
well across all levels in 2009 NCEA assessments. 

NCEA Scholarship results in 2009 were outstanding: 
Scholarship is the most challenging examination for 
Year 13 students and only for the very top students.  At  
Northcote College in 2009 two Year 12 students, Emma 
Cameron and Ruby Porter, chose to challenge them-
selves academically with these very demanding exami-
nations and we are pleased to report that they achieved 
considerable success.  Ruby, who entered Scholarship 
English, achieved an Outstanding award, which is the 
highest award any school student in New Zealand can 
achieve.

Congratulations to Scholarship recipients:

	 Jonathan Valois	 Calculus
	 Matthew Yates		 Calculus
	 Emma Cameron	 Chemistry
	 Megan Alexander	 Classical Studies
	 Adam Gerrett		  Drama
	 Zachary Haldane	 Drama
	 Andrew Harrison	 Drama
	 Anna Kempkers	 Drama
	 Tom Walter		  Drama
	 Ivor Popovich		  Economics
	 Ruby Porter		  English 
	 Douglas Tang		  English
	 Alex Tod		  Geography
	 Rebekah Ryan		 Music Studies
	 Tim Vickers		  Painting
	 Daiyaan Rhoda	 Photography
	 Camilla Tresadern	 Photography
	 Sarah Denmark	 Physical Education
	 Andrew Fegan		 Physical Education
	 Kenny Chan		  Physics
	 David Carpenter	 Statistics 

Excellence Endorsements
Level 1:  
Hannah Coombridge, Erin Dwyer, Michelle Edwards, 
Timothy Emerson, Holly Gillard, Jordan Kimpton, Bryce 
Lowen, Xheida Mani, Eva Parker, Tristin Slater, Jessica 
Watson

Level 2:
Emma Cameron, Michael Dacanay, Sarah Daniell,  
Amelia Fagence, Tessa Forde, Jamie Giles, Ruby Lloyd, 
Saige Moir, Mercy Moxham, Sima Nedeljkov, Ruby  
Porter, Bonnie Pyper, Sharon Ryan, Patrick Wong

Level 3:
Charlotte Cooper, Kenny Chan, Ivor Popovich,  
Christopher Tan, Asher Truppman-Lattie, Jonathan  
Valois, Thomas Walter

Merit Endorsements
Level 1:
Callum Ayers-Moreton, Kate Ball, Erik Barczak,  
Mitchell Barrow-Kay, Matthew Bavin, Aisha Bower, 
Matthew Bradley, Daniel Cable, Macarena Carrascosa, 
Emma Chicken, Arlo Cooper, Zac Cotter, Lauren Cowie,  
Matthew Cowie, Julian Debruyne, Jesu Demegilio,  
Caterina Detti, Timothy Dougan, Michael Dudley, 
Joanna Giles, Jonathan Gray, Jia-Wei Gu, Pierce  
Hargreaves, Cosmo Hiron, Jonathan Hobman, Polly 
Holland, William Kikuchi, Genevieve Lee, Jenny Liu,  
Johanna Macdonald, Michelle MacKenzie, Nicholas 
Mainwaring, Wakana Matheson, Stevie-Lee May, Isaac 
McFarlane, Keely Meechan, Thomas Merton, Caspar 
Moxham, Rosabel Ng, Khwan Ong, Shirley Ou, Renee 
Pak, Mikayla Pakinga-Lawson, Jamie Peterson, Simon 
Potts, Elliot Richmond, Caitlin Rive, Harrison Scherg-
er, Jessica Scott, Annika Swanberg, Bradley Townsend,  
Jonathon Underwood, Xanthe Webb, Chloe  
Withrington, Sasya Wreksono, Aaron Young

Level 2:
Elisa Barczak, Tegan Bartlett, Claire  
Beuvink, Madeline Bloxham, Amy Bower, Patrick  
Bowmar, Grace Burton, Karl Chatsinchai, Paige Cook, 
Laura Crane, Nathan Denmark, Theo Dombroski,  
Tasmin Doria, Amy Eriksen, Phoebe Farrimond- 
Kelly, Jessica Gardner, Jack Hall, Joel Hardgrave, Emma  
Henare, Courtney Henderson, Shaunee Hiha, Nadia 
Jenkins, Tongchai Jitphichitchai, Elena Lochore-Ward, 
Jacob Love, Jenna Marsh, Rebecca Norman, Dominic 
Ormsby, Jayna Patel, Elena Royden, Tatiana Russell, 
Jonathan Scott, Kieran Simmons, Jana Smyth, Enya 
Treadwell, Timothy Witton, Gloria Yi, Kimberley Yong, 
Rick Zwaan

Level 3:
Megan Alexander, Chelsea Bartels, David Carpenter, 
Erin Carter, Miller Christensen-Yule, Emily Clark, Sa-
rah Denmark, Jaimee Dudley, Jamie Farquhar, Clara-
Jane Follas, Tessa Galbraith, Kusay George, Adam Ger-
rett, Alexander Grant, Katie Jerkovich, Oksana Kelly, 
Anna Kempkers, Bo Kyung Kim, Thomas Langford, 
Michael Macdonald, Nicholas MacDuff, Laurence Mac-
intosh, Philip McSweeney, Lucas McWilliam, Katie Mi-
nett, Kevin Park, Amber Regan, Anita Russo, Rebekah 
Ryan, Birgitta Swanberg, Douglas Tang, Sarah Taylor,  
Alexandra Tod, Odette Treadwell, Camilla Tresadern, 
Joseph Trotman, Timothy Vickers, Simon Whelan,  
Matthew Yates  



Oxfam Trailwalker 
The Northcote College team of Nathan Denmark, 
James Gibb, Rick Zwann and Ms Kendon are entering 
as a team for the Oxfam Trailwalker 100km race.  The 
event takes place 10-11th April 2010 in Taupo and chal-
lenges a team of four to complete 100km in 36 hours.

Oxfam Trailwalker is an annual fundraising event organ-
ised and promoted by Oxfam New Zealand. Funds raised 
from the event will support Oxfam New Zealand’s hu-
manitarian, development and advocacy work to lift some 
of the world’s poorest people out of poverty.

If you would like to support the Northcote College team 
please visit http://www.oxfam.org.nz/events/teams.
asp?a=show_team_pages&eventid=24&teamid=3794 
and make a donation.

Children’s Climate Forum 
Copenhagen
Rick Zwaan (left) is a year 13 stu-
dent and one of five New Zealand 
UNICEF ‘Climate Ambassadors’ 
picked to attend the UNICEF Chil-
dren’s Climate Forum in Copenha-
gen in December 2009.

The forum brought together 164 
delegates from 44 countries, ranging from Kenya to Can-
ada. Rick was most affected by the stories from the young 
people living in countries in which the climate catastro-
phe is already a reality. Our innocent peers around the 
world, who create virtually no emissions yet, have to live 
in flooded homes due to coastal storms, or have no access 

Student Activities

The Hillary Challenge
Eight Year 13s competed in the qualifying round of The 
Hillary Challenge at the Outdoor Pursuits Centre, test-
ing their skills against 24 other teams from around the 
North Island.

We could practically see the other teams with their 
matching shirts, bags, pants, socks, shoes, headbands and 
(while we couldn’t be sure) matching underwear, shaking 
in fear. But stories of these other teams training since 
September, and record half marathon times wouldn’t de-
ter us from our goal, to meet and beat the expectations 
placed upon us. With three hours of intense pre-event 
“training,” our team was a force to be reckoned with! 
This, as Nathan pointed out, would actually be pretty 
easy due to the lack of any expectations at all. We were 
the pioneers, the intrepid explorers, the first of our kind, 
and all we had to do was set the bar.

The first set of challenges were separated into 60 minute 
slots with 20 minute rests and were designed to challenge 
us mentally, physically and emotionally. We grew as a 
team, winning a blindfolded challenge and using logic 
and strength to prevail. The challenges were physically 
straining but extremely satisfying and by the end of the 
day we all felt fulfilled and rewarded. On the Sunday, a 
mere 75 minute drive would take us to our most gruelling 
event yet, the Rogaine. Contrary to popular belief, (well, 
my belief), a Rogaine isn’t actually a brand name for a 

type of pasta, no; it is a form of orienteering. Designed 
to challenge our map reading skills, fitness and coopera-
tion, the Rogaine was intense, extremely hot, physically 
demanding, but overall very gratifying. After three hours 
of running and climbing we were rewarded with a run, 
fully clothed into Lake Taupo. 

To the end we put in our best, succeeded to the best of 
our abilities, and quite frankly blew all those expecta-
tions right out of the water. We set a bar of perseverance, 
determination, sportsmanship and teamwork, which is 
exactly what we set out to do.

A big thank you to Mr Kinghorn, Ms Mrkusic, Mr Low-
ery, Mr Gunman, Mrs Denmark, Sarah Denmark and 
Mrs Zwaan for her bike. Without help the weekend 
wouldn’t have been the success and amazing experience 
it was.
			   Tessa Forde 13TS

Student Achievement Continued:

Birkenhead Library Poetry Competition
Three Northcote College students, Tessa Forde (Year 
13), Hannah Coombridge (Year 12) and Sophea Ing 
(Year 11), were selected in a group of six  finalists in the 
Birkenhead Library Poetry Competition held as part of 
the events celebrating the opening of the new Library 
and Civic Centre. Hannah’s poem was chosen as the 
winner and her poem will be included on a page in the 
new Birkenhead Library’s commemorative book. You 
can read Hannah’s winning entry on the school website.
Tessa’s poem was chosen in second place. 

Vegemite NZ Spelling Bee
A team of 10 Year 9 students entered. The competition 
was tough but Surita Manoa made it through to the 
final 22 and Northcote College won the prize for the 
most spellers from one school.  



to fresh water as it has stopped raining in their village.  

Throughout the week long forum, the Climate Ambas-
sadors took part in workshops on mitigation and adap-
tion, as well as interest groups such as Political Advocacy. 
Each country was linked with a local Copenhagen school 
and spent a day working with them at their school. The 
experience showed how different school life is in Den-
mark and how knowledgeable students are about climate 
change. 

Throughout the week a declaration was developed with 
recommendations for world leaders which were present-
ed to the President of International Negotiations, Con-
nie Hedegaard. The young reps from New Zealand high-
lighted the need for climate change education and stated 
that it “should be a mandatory part of the school curricu-
lum, providing students with the skills and knowledge to 
solve these global issues.” 

As a Climate Ambassador, Rick Zwaan is avail-
able to talk to community groups and schools.  
Email: rick.a.zwaan@gmail.com

TE HAERENGA O TE WHANAU O TE 
KAKANO 2010
This is my first year attending Northcote College which 
was a difficult decision for me to make as I have spent 
the last four years at an all girls boarding school. But I 
made the choice to join mainstream and the transition 
has been surprisingly pleas-
ant, thanks to Te Whanau o Te 
Kakano. My first encounter with 
the whanau, as a group, was the 
trip to Te Kiri Marae in Leigh. 
Not only did I have the chance 
to get to know the students and 
Kaiako but I learned about the history of Te Whanau 
o Te Kakano.  For me; this was my first trip but for the 
other year 13 students this was going to be their last, so it 
was exciting and at the same time sad. 

Day 1: Wow! It started with a powhiri (welcome). After 
the powhiri we were put into groups; Kowhai, Kikorangi 
and Kakariki so the duties (cooking, activities and clean-
ing) would be shared equally. The majority of the whanau 
went to Mathesons Bay where it was lots of fun with a 
great atmosphere. 

After dinner, everyone was eagerly awaiting the night’s 
schedule.  The activities were prepared by our Tuakana; 
Shaunee Hiha, Tegan Bartlett and Haylee Koroi. How 
lucky were we. They prepared a fashion show and a 
whakaari (skit). The skit was based on the teachers at 

Northcote College. Two students (1 girl and 1 boy) from 
each group were dressed up, but the 
roles were switched, i.e. boy-lady and 
girl-man teacher, the teachers would 
have been proud! Each group had 
only 15 minutes to come up and 
prepare their act. It was a great way 
to end the night after an awesome 

day, it was enjoyed by all, not to mention a great team 
building activity. 

Day 2: We were woken early to go to the fisheries. It 
wasn’t what everyone had in mind; it was just too early 
for most because they knew it was going to be a BIG day. 
The tour was interesting and at the same time disgusting, 
the smell was foul.  In the afternoon we did the extreme 
challenge. The challenge took place in Whangateau, de-
spite the rain. The different groups were chanting their 
victory, practising being winners, but due to a few mi-
nor stress points the challenge ended in a tie. Afterwards 
we returned to the marae to prepare for our last night 
together. This was special as we had to make a taonga 
for our secret friend (whom we were given at the start 
of camp) out of resources found around the marae, i.e. 
wood, shells, seaweed, etc.  At the end of dinner we came 
together and sat around in a circle. Each person had to 
say one nice thing about their secret friend before pre-
senting the taonga to them. I was amazed as this whole 
activity showed another side of everyone, the thought 
and creativity that every person put in was overwhelm-
ing.

Final Day: Poroporoaki; our stay has come to an end. It 
was time to pull out the cameras and capture the good 
times we had, and moments to remember. We left the 
marae and travelled to the river. Some whanau were for-
tunate enough to kayak down the river all the way to 
Wenderholm Beach (which took more than an hour), 
where the rest of us were awaiting their arrival. Boy, were 
they tired; but buzzed. We finished our day with a big 
Hakari before returning home.

I would like to thank Whaea Vicki, Matua Mark and 
Stan Conrad for taking the time to organise this trip, 
giving us the opportunity to come together as a whanau. 
The trip incorporated Tikanga, Whakawhanaungatanga, 
how to respect not only each other but our environment 
and the list goes on, so thank you.  

Nga mihi nunui ki a koutou katoa.  I feel privileged 
and am very grateful to be a member of Te whanau o Te 
Kakano. 

			   Na Georgie Transom                                                      



Sports Report
Term one has been extremely busy with several sporting 
codes kicking off the new season.  Students have been 
trialling and competing in various sports. Welcome to 
all new students, please come and see us in the Sports 
Department if you wish to join a sports team.

The annual school swimming sports competition had a 
good turnout and the form relays proved popular once 
again. Congratulations to the following students:-

Junior Boys Champion	 Luke Hadfield
Junior Girls Champion	 Julia Forde
Intermediate Boys Champion	 Mitchell Davison
Intermediate Girls Champion 	 Sophie Wotherspoon
Senior Boys Champion	 Aaron Young
Senior Girls Champion	 Tasmin Doria

The following week was the annual Athletics Day.  Con-
gratulations to Folau Tautalanoa who broke a 16 year 
old school record in the Senior Boys Shotput with a 
throw of 13.32 metres.  

Overall grade champions:

Junior Girls   1st	 Jessica Szilagyi
                      2nd    	 Louise Delaveau 
                      3rd     	 Freya Mann

Junior Boys    1st	 James Corlett
                      2nd=	 Waaka Matenga/Cyrille Lim

Intermediate Girls		
	 1st	 Sophia Newth
	 2nd	 Georgia Tong
	 3rd	 Hannah Jukes

Int Boys	 1st	 Jason Delaveau
	 2nd	 Rasmus Bengtsson
	 3rd	 Jessie Thomas

Snr Girls	 1st	 Tessa Forde
	 2nd	 Ashleigh Lightbody
	 3rd	 Danielle Anderson

Snr Boys	 1st	 Folau Tautalanoa
	 2nd	 Jeremaih Perano	
	 3rd	 Inigo Kwan-Parsons

Sophia Newth won the 200, 400, 800 and 1500m 
events.  Sophia also competed at the Auckland Athletic 
Club Championships where she won the 800m and 
came 2nd in the 400m, successfully qualifying for the 
Club Nationals in December.

North Harbour Secondary Schools Athletics  
Championships

Folau Tautalanoa (Senior Boys Division) 1st place in 
Shot Put and Discus

Sharon Eki (Senior Girls) 3rd place in Shot Put

Elijah Neblett (Junior Boys) 1st place in Long Jump 
and 2nd place in 100m

North Island Athletics Championships

Folau Tautalanoa - 4th place Shot Put and Discus

Touch 

Northcote College has one senior mixed touch team 
who have been training and competing in the North  
Harbour competition.  The team has now qualified to 
compete at the National Championships in December.
Thanks to Todd Bartlett for his hard work and time 
spent with this team.

Congratulations to Madison Bartlett - U17 and U19 
Auckland Womens Touch representative. Madison was 
awarded ‘Most Valuable Player of the Tournament’ at the 
recent Inter-Provincial Series and named in the U19 NZ 
Women’s Team to travel to the NZ Camp and also trial 
for the Youth Trans Tasman series in Australia.

Volleyball

Term I sees two senior girls and a senior boys’ Volley 
ball team entered into the North Harbour weekly com-
petition. The boys team are climbing up the ladder after 
some excellent results. The senior girls are a great group 
who are committed to the game and with regular training 
have continued to improve.  

The Beach Volleyball pairs team are competing in the 
Mairangi Bay Summer Competition. 

Softball

Two senior Softball teams competed at a one day tour-
nament in February. The girls had an excellent pitcher/
catcher combination with Kat Hiku (Junior NZ team 
member) and Hannah Coombridge.  The girls team 
beat both Santa Maria, and Auckland Girls Grammar in 
pool play finishing off 4th in Division 2.  

The boys’ team, ably led by Junior Black Sox, Morgan 



Sports Office  -  phone: 481 0141 extension 749
Arie van der Zwan, Director of Sport  -  email: ariev@northcote.school.nz

Ruth Blackwood/Donna Cook, Sport Coordinators  -  email: sports@northcote.school.nz
Shane Latch, Elite Sport Coordinator  -  email: shanel@northcote.school.nz

Timoti-Cook beat Aorere 16-2 in pool play but just 
missed out on a top eight position.  Stand out players 
were Callum Pumfleet (pitcher) and Mitchell Adams-
Edwards (catcher).  Morgan also hit a number of home 
runs in their victories over Albany Senior High and  
Pakuranga College. 

Congratulations to Morgan Timoti-Cook who played 
with the Northcote Softball Club Premier Squad at the 
Open Men’s Clubs Nationals held in Christchurch.

Dragon Boating

The Senior Mixed Dragon Boating crew won the Mixed 
A Final title at the Auckland Regional Championships 
on Sunday 14th March.  

Royal NZ Yacht Squadron Schools Fleet Racing Regatta

Matthew Kempkers (Helm), James Gibb (Main), 
Rick Zwaan (Trim) and Paige Cook (Bow) represented 
Northcote College at this competition.  

Water Polo

A Senior Boys and a Junior Mixed team are compet-
ing in the North Harbour/Auckland competition. This 
year we are fortunate to have Mr Hustler as teacher in 
charge of Water Polo and his son Craig as coach. Craig 
is an ex Westlake Senior A/Premier and current New  
Zealand player.  Craig is training the teams hard and we 
have had a lot of positive feedback. The Senior Boys com-
peted at the North Island Tournament in March where 
they finished 5th in Division 2. The team will now com-
pete at the four day National Championships Tourna-
ment in April.

The Junior team are competing in the North Harbour 
round-robin competition. Grading for this is in Term 2. 

Netball 

We are pleased to announce the appointment of  
Kendal Churches to the role of Senior Coach for Netball 
Team 1.  Kendal brings to this role her coaching experi-
ence, enthusiasm and commitment.  

Rugby 1st XI

The Rugby 1st XV squad are still busy fundraising for 

their trip to South Africa. Please visit the school website 
for updates on their progress and planned fundraising 
events.

Ultimate Frisbee

A number of students have taken on the sport of  
Ultimate Frisbee and are perfecting their throwing and 
catching techniques with regular practices and competi-
tion matches. 

Trampolining

Katy Neville won her age group in the Regional Tram-
poline Championship and has qualified to represent NZ 
at the World Trampoline Championships in Japan later 
this year.

Windsurfing

Oliver Gunman is the winner of the National Youth RS: 
X Youth Division. Oliver will now  compete in the 2010 
RS: X Open Youth Windsurfing European Champion-
ships in Sopot, Poland and represent NZ at the Youth 
Worlds 2010 in Istanbul, Turkey.

Table Tennis

Sign up now for table tennis - games start Friday 30th 
April.

A reminder for all Athletics singlets and/or shorts to be 
returned to the Sports Office.

School Cross Country
Friday 30th April

Finalists will be selected to compete at the  
Auckland Secondary Schools Championships 
held at St Kentigern College in May.



Northcote College would like to thank the  
Birkenhead Licensing Trust for recently approving a grant  
of more than $27,000 for the purchase and installation of  
data  projectors throughout the school.  We feel very  fortu-
nate to have been successful with this application to the Trust  
and appreciate their generous support. 

Grant Application Success

Past Pupil Update
Matthew Slight, Oliver Smith and Henry Ling 
[2001-2005] - 1st class honours in the Auckland  
University Bachelor of Engineering (Mechanical).

Tessa Stubbing [2000-2004] Graphic Designer and 
Collective Director for a group of artists known as the 
Cross St Collective, recently held an ‘End of the Road’ 
exhibition as a send off for the space that has been home 
to a variety of artists for three years.

Lydia Cole [2001-2005], Singer-Songwriter, opened for 
the Grammy award winning singer Diana Krall during 
her New Zealand tour in February. Lydia also performed 
at the Parachute Christian rock concert as well as playing 
with Midnight Youth and Artisan Guns and a live con-
cert on Radio New Zealand.

Nick Chester [2003-2007] currently working on the fea-
ture film Yogi Bear for release December 2010.

Miller Christensen-Yule [2005-2009] successfully audi-
tioned and has been selected as one of only 12 for the 
London Percussion School which he will take up later 
this year.  Miller is offering drumming lessons in all 
styles for beginner students at $35 for 45minutes. Phone  
09 3784250 or 021 2652341.

Adam Gerrett [2005-2009] has made it through the first 
round of auditions for the Royal Academy of Dramatic 
Art (RADA) in London.  While there Adam will catch up 
with Tobias Webster [2003-2007] who will also be audi-
tioning for RADA and Andrew Harrison [2005-2009] 
who will be performing at the Globe Theatre with the 
New Zealand Sheilah Winn Shakespeare company.

The Board of Trustees elections are to be held at the end 
of April. Trustees can be parents and people from the 
wider community who have skills to contribute to the 
team of trustees who provide governance of the school. 
Information on “What is a Trustee” and how to become 
a trustee is available on www.trustee-election.co.nz

Nomination forms have been sent to parents and  
caregivers who may vote. Please consider the people 
you want to govern the school to provide the best for  
students. If you are interested in standing for the board, 
or wish to nominate someone else, you must do so by 
23/4/2010.

BOT Elections

Careers Department
2010 is a big year in the Careers Department - on  
Thursday June 17th we will be running the biannual  
Northcote College Careers Day.

All students in year 11, 12 and 13 will take part in the 
day and there will be more than 80 workshops to choose 
from. Workshops 1a and 2a will be speakers from prima-
rily education providers; while 1b and 2b will be as many 
speakers as we can gather from the industry. This year 
students will be able to hear both sides of the story - the 
study and the work.

To this end we are searching for people who are able to 
share their work stories. If you, or someone you know, 
are keen to speak with a small group of students and let 
them know what it is like ‘in the real world’, I would be 
grateful if you would contact me. Whatever your current 
work situation we would love to hear from you. 

		  Philippa Leask - Careers Adviser
		  phone 481 0141 ext 712
		  email: philippal@northcote.school.nz 

The start of the school year is an expensive time for fami-
lies and we take this opportunity to thank those who 
have paid the requested school donation, or made ar-
rangements with the Accounts Office to do this. Also a 
thank you to those families who have made an additional 
donation towards targeted areas of the school. The Board 
of Trustees urges all families to make this contribution to 
the school for the benefit of all students.

School Donation


