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Making connections to  
student aspirations
It is very common for a student 
entering secondary school 
at Year 9 to feel that the five 
years ahead of them is an  
extraordinarily long time. It 
is only on reflection at the 
end of their secondary edu-

cation that they will realise that these five years pass 
with incredible speed. Our current Year 9 students 
are already forming opinions about option choices 
for next year, Year 10 have a firm eye on NCEA Level 
1 subjects, Year 11 and 12 students are beginning to 
seriously consider and plan their pathways in the sen-
ior school and beyond, while Year 13 are preparing to 
leave school and are beginning to realise that this time 
next year they will be well into their first year of tertiary  
education or employment.

Throughout their time at secondary school it is  
important for students to reflect on their aspirations, 
strengths, interests, and abilities, and to become aware of 
the opportunities available to them. Career programmes 
at Northcote College support this by focusing on  
developing decision-making skills, preparing for  
transitions and offering good information about  
pathways into further education and employment.  

The Northcote College Careers Expo is part of this school-
wide plan to prepare students for further education 
and employment. We hold this careers event for senior  
students every second year. For half a day the normal 
timetable is replaced by a conference style event with 
keynote addresses and workshops for students. The 2010  
event was successfully held earlier this month. Put simply, 
our aim is for each Northcote College student to have 
multiple positive options for further education and/or  
employment when they leave Northcote  
College. To achieve this we need to help each student  
identify their future aspirations and having identified these 

possible directions, each student then needs to be aware 
of the qualifications and requirements needed for the  
careers and pathways of interest to them. 

A couple of messages came through very clearly from the 
presenters on Careers Day this year. The first was to ex-
pect the unexpected. Although your first decision about 
the direction you will take when leaving school is the first 
step towards your future, your career journey will include 
unexpected twists, turns and opportunities. The second 
was, be the best you can be. Whatever you choose, be 
sure to do it as well as you possibly can. Give it 100% 
because a positive attitude and making the most of every  
opportunity will multiply your future opportunities.

Linked to this we have made a real effort to make our  
students aware of the predicted increase in competi-
tion for places at universities and polytechs in the fu-
ture as these institutions raise entry level standards to  
restrict numbers for all courses. This change makes it 
even more important for students to achieve the best  
results they possibly can while they are at school so as 
to maximise their potential to gain a place in the course 
they most aspire to. The same applies to those seeking 



Principal’s comment continued

employment directly from school. Strong NCEA results 
and positive attitudes are the key to multiple positive 
choices for the future.

I recognise that family support and connections have 
a powerful influence on students’ education and ca-
reer choices. I am hopeful that our careers programme  
stimulates useful conversations in your homes about  
possible future pathways and careers. I encourage both 
students and parents to initiate these discussions. 

As always I invite and welcome feedback from parents. 
Suggestions, ideas and comments can be emailed to  
principal@northcote.school.nz

				    Vicki Barrie

For as long as most of us can remember the senior time-
table has ended and senior students have been released 
on study leave in early November to prepare for external 
examinations. This system is no longer the most appro-
priate for all students because the majority of students in 
Years 11 and 12 are studying a programme that is mainly 
internally assessed. Only 37% of our current Year 11 and 
12 students are in courses that are mainly assessed exter-
nally, that is, courses where more than 50% of the credits 
they have entered for the year are assessed by exams in 
November. That we have continued to release all seniors 
in November to prepare for examinations is a relic of the 
past and no-longer in the best interests of our students.

A detailed review of our Year 11 and 12 NCEA  
courses has led to us deciding on a significant change 
to the structure of the end of the year for these students 
beginning at the end of this year. Changes to the nature 
of assessments over a number of years have led to the 
situation where it is no longer appropriate for all senior 
students to be released on study leave in early November. 
Important teaching and learning time for students en-
tered in heavily internally assessed courses can be gained 
by continuing to run timetabled classes for Year 11 and 
12 students until the end of the school year.  

This change is designed to support student needs. It is 
aimed at increasing the level of success of students in 
Years 11 and 12. It is impossible for us to know exactly 
which students will be involved in this programme, which 
will be known as NCAP-10 (Northcote College Achieve-
ment Plan 2010). It will focus on Year 11 and Year 12 
students whose course is made up of at least 50% inter-
nal credits and who have not achieved enough credits by 
early November to anticipate achieving a Level 1 or Level 
2 certificate by the end of the year without further teach-
ing and learning. These students will have an extended 
academic year in their normal timetabled classes and 
may attempt further internal assessments.  This will give 
them an opportunity to continue to achieve until they 
have reached, or are on target to reach, the credit thresh-
old for NCEA Level 1 (80 credits including literacy and 
numeracy requirements) or NCEA Level 2 (60 credits). 

Only students with a significant number of examina-
tions and those who have already gained enough cred-
its to achieve their NCEA certificate will have extended 
study leave. The rest will continue at school working on 
internal assessments appropriate to their current course 
of study with their usual teacher within their usual time-

Changes to the end of  the year for  
students in Years 11 and 12

Northcote College
Regional Winner 
Open Division

ASB 2010 Stage Challenge 

Awards for Excellence: 	 Concept
	 Costuming Character
	 Drama
	 Performance Skill
	 Stage Use

Our Stage Challenge performance will be screened 
on Sticky TV, TV3, during the week of Monday 9th 
August to Friday 13th August at 4pm and then a one 
hour highlights package will screen at 7:30am on  
Saturday 14th August, when a National winner in 
both the Open and RAW divisions will be announced.

To view and order photographs from the event please 
visit www.stagechallenge.quikpix.co.nz using the  
password ROCK.



Student Achievement

Tauranga Jazz Festival

During the last school holidays the Jazz Band competed 
in the National Secondary School Jazz Competition in 
Tauranga. As always the Northcote College Jazz Band  
peformed at a very high standard. Gloria Yi (Year 13) was 
awarded Best Pianist. Congratulations to Mr Guisinger 
and the band.

LettersBHe@rd

Sabrina Webster, a Year 13 student based in the 
Learning Support Centre, has won first prize for her letter 
to the Editor in APN’s Newspapers in Education Programme 
published in the NZ Herald.  Students are encouraged to 
write a letter clearly explaining their point of view about a 
current issue or something they feel strongly about. 

Sabrina’s entry on the topic ‘Our NZ National Identity’ 
is able to be viewed at nieonline.co.nz/page.cfm?ID=78

Chemistry Olympiad

The Chemistry Olympiad is an international competi-
tion for top chemistry students. It is held annually in July 
and competitors complete a five hour practical test and 
a five hour theory test over two days. Each country sends 
a team of four. Selection is very tough and follows a pro-
gramme of assignments, tests and the final camp at the 
University of Auckland. 

Emma Cameron, Year 13, was chosen in the top 24 
students in New Zealand and attended the final camp 
doing experimental work and high level theory, before 
sitting three hour practical and theory tests. This was a 
wonderful learning opportunity and a huge achievement 
for Emma. 

table until the end of the school year (on the 8th of De-
cember) or until they have completed the certificate. As 
they achieve their 60 / 80 credit threshold the student 
leaves for the year. Not all students will reach the thresh-
old by the end of the year but they will have had greater 
learning opportunities than otherwise and are likely to 
have acquired further credits.  

There are currently 290 students in Years 11 and 12 for 
whom 50% or more of their course credits are internally 
assessed. Of those students there are currently 80 who 
have achieved fewer than 66% of the credits offered to 
date. At this point these are the most likely candidates 
for the NCAP - 10. 

We will begin to communicate with individual students 
and their parents about NCAP-10 over the next few 
weeks.

Au revoir Mary Fitzwilliam 
6 December 1912 - 5 June 2010

It is with sadness that we note the passing of Mary  
Fitzwilliam. Mrs Fitzwilliam was responsible for 
music at Northcote College from 1966 until her 
retirement 12 years later.  She is well known to 
many in the community and at the school. Mrs 
Fitzwilliam continued to teach music privately 
until just a few months ago and she attended the 
Northcote College Senior Prizegiving each year 
to present the Mary Fitzwilliam Cup for Year 13  
Instrumental Music.  She is remembered here at  
Northcote College as a devoted teacher with the 
skills, energy and resilience required to make a posi-
tive difference to her students.

Below is an extract from the 1977 school magazine  
farewelling Mrs Fitzwilliam:

It was a notable tribute to her and a moving occasion when 
at the Prizegiving on November 2nd, the chairman of the 
board, Mr Ian Harvey, himself an expert on things mu-
sical, enthusiastically proclaimed his admiration for Mrs 
Fitzwilliam’s work and led a prolonged burst of applause 
and cheers that developed into a standing ovation as the 
audience showed the very warm affection and the high es-
teem we all have for her. She has enriched our experience 
and extended our vision. May she and her devoted husband 
now enter a period of increasing happiness and joyousness.   
Au revoir, Mary Fitzwilliam, good friend.

Congratulations to Ruby Porter, Year 13, who has been 
awarded the Datacom Scholarship worth $1250.  This is 

the grand prize at the yearly 
Mairangi Arts Centre North 
Shore Secondary Schools Art 
Exhibition. The Award was 
presented by the Mayor and 
judged by Sally Ride, HOD 
Art at Diocesan.
(Ruby pictured on right)



Rotary Club
2010 Charity Book Fair

Each year the Rotary Club of Northcote holds its 
main fundraising event, a Charity Book Fair, in the 
Northcote College School Hall.  All funds raised are 
distributed back to the community.

Thursday 8 July 1pm - 8pm

Friday 9 July 9am - 3pm

Saturday 10 July 9am - 3pm
Your unwanted books, DVDs and CDs, children’s 
books and puzzles are needed. Donated items are able 
to be left at Hammer Hardware in Glenfield, McAuley 
Pharmacy in Birkenhead and Paper Power in Northcote.   
Alternatively please phone 418-1885 or 480-8768 or 
email rotarybookfair@gmail.com to make arrange-
ments for collection.

Student Achievement continued:

Award Winning Science

Biology teacher, Dr Kit Hustler and his student team 
have won a Waicare Award, gaining first place in the  
Innovative project/programme category.

Since early 2009, Dr Hustler and a crew of keen students 
have:
•	 monitored the population of mosquito fish, gaining 

an idea of breeding cycles that can inform effective 
strategies for their management

•	 established a wiki to input and share data with the 
wider community (www.gambusiaas.wikispaces.com)

•	 broadened their research and monitoring to native 
fish populations, uncovering previously unidentified 
species in the stream

•	 established a native fish aquarium at school as an 
educational tool

•	 gained media coverage for their research through 
newspaper stories, presentations to the wider com-
munity including the local MP, Jonathan Coleman 
and the Minister of Conservation, journal articles 
and TV3’s secondary school sustainability challenge.

Chemistry Trip

Year 11 Chemistry students recently visited the steel mill 
as part of NCEA assessment. They were fitted out with 
full safety equipment and for most, this was their first 
visit to a major industrial plant. The purpose of the trip 
was seeing the purification of the ore (ironsand) and the 
iron reduction process, along with the environmental is-
sues associated with these. The students also had the op-
portunity to see and feel the heat of 20 tonne slabs of red 
hot steel being rolled to sheet. Student Jackie Blok said it 
was “the best field trip, ever!”

VEX Robotics Championship

A small group of keen students, ranging from Year 9 
to Year 13, entered the 2nd annual NZ National VEX  
Robotics Championship held at the Pacific Events Cen-
tre in Manukau. They worked hard to design, build and 
programme a robot to play a specific game and came 5th 
in the programming division.  This was a major achieve-
ment as programming for autonomous control was some-
thing they had not attempted before. 

The team of Stephen Blacklock, Zach Howells, 
Sophea Ing, Mark Jones, Tej Kumar, Sam Sneddon, 
Luke Thomas,     Antony Trott,    Roman Vaughan, 
Stefan Venter and  James Williams
was guided and supported in their  
challenge by Miss Tagg and Mr Yang. 

Oxfam Trailwalker

The ‘Kissyboots’ team of Rick Zwaan, Nathan 
Denmark, James Gibb and Miss Kendon, completed the 
100km epic challenge in Taupo during the school holidays. 
The team finished in a very creditable 21 hours and 12  
minutes and raised more than $2,500 for Oxfam.

Student Activities

Poetry Winners

Hannah Coombridge (Year 12), won the   
Birkenhead Library Poetry Competition held as part of 
the events celebrating the opening of the new library 
and civic centre. Two other Northcote College students,  
Tessa Forde (Year 13) and Sophea Ing (Year 
11), were selected as finalists in the competition.   
Hannah’s poem will be included on a page in the new 
Birkenhead Library’s commemorative book and is also 
available on the school website. Tessa’s poem was award-
ed second place. 

Rockquest Finals

Patrick Wong, James Butler, Tas Bartlett  
Masina, Daniel McDonald and Bradley Kerr are 
through to the finals of the 2010 Rockquest.



Moodle
Student access to resources has been significantly  
boosted with the schoolwide launch of Moodle. Students 
can access teacher resources and other material relevant 
to their learning any time through the internet. Many 
senior students found this facility useful when revising 
for the recent school examinations. They simply go to the 
school website, click onto the Student Resources tab and 
use their normal school log-in to access material that has 
been posted by their subject teachers.

Parents should also be aware that there are useful NCEA 
resources available on http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/
search/index.html. Simply enter the subject name into 
the search box and a range of assessment materials can 
be accessed, including in some cases samples of student 
work and reports written by the external examiner.

NCEA
NCEA fees are due to be paid to the school Accounts Of-
fice no later than 27 August 2010. The fee for most stu-
dents is $75. Foreign fee-paying students entering NCEA 
are charged the higher rate of $375. Parents will be in-
voiced for this fee and financial assistance is available on 
application. 

Who can apply for financial assistance?
Financial assistance is available to assist with the payment 
of entry fees for National Secondary Schools qualifica-
tions.  To be eligible to apply you must be the fee-payer 
and meet at least one of the following criteria:

•	 be receiving a Work and Income or Study Link  
benefit  (benefit-based applications)

•	 have a joint family income that would entitle you to 
receive a Community Services Card (income-based 
applications)

•	 be a fee-payer with two or more children who are can-
didates, irrespective of family income (multiple can-
didate applications), where the total fees you would 
have to pay would otherwise be more than the $200 
multiple candidate maximum.

You cannot claim financial assistance for international 
fee-paying students.

How do I apply for financial assistance?
Complete one application form for all members of 
your family for whom you are seeking financial assist-
ance.  Forms are available from schools or from the “For  
Learners” section of the NZQA website: www.nzqa.govt.nz/
for-learners. Application forms are also available from the  

Accounts Office or the Deans Office or can be down-
loaded from the student drive at school.

Please note that Year 10 students who are attempting 
NCEA standards in 2010 need not pay the entry fee – 
unless they are planning to sit an external examination 
in November. We ‘bank’ the Year 10 results for a year in 
order to save parents the NZQA fee. Results are however 
reported on the subject pages of school reports.

Mathletics
Northcote College is using Mathletics as an important 
part of the mathematics learning programme. 

You can register using your own email address 
and your student’s username and password on  
www.mathletics.co.nz/parent. You will receive a Parent 
ID and password and be able to receive weekly reports, 
have access to view your student’s progress and print out 
certificates. There is no cost to you.

School Uniform 
The winter weather is upon us so the need for students 
to stay warm and dry is a priority.  Please remember that 
only regulation school uniform is allowed to be worn.  A 
range of suitable winter items are available for purchase 
from Yarntons, 18-22 Mokoia Road, Birkenhead. 

Second-hand uniform items are always in demand.  If you 
have current uniform items that no longer fit or are no 
longer required please contact the school shop to discuss 
the  option of selling,  or  you might consider donating 
the items for the school to distribute where most appro-
priate. 

Shop Hours are Monday to Thursday 10am - 1.30pm. 
Email: shop@northcote.school.nz or phone 481 0141  
extension 744.

Administration

Virtuoso Tutoring is coming to  
Northcote College! Virtuoso Tutoring is a private 
tuition provider that delivers top quality one-on-one  
tutoring in a wide range of high school subjects. 
Virtuoso works with partner high schools, like  
Northcote College, to provide services that complement 
and enhance classroom teaching. The school has input 
into the selection and training of tutors, which means that  
tutorial content is specifically focused on the school’s  
assessment style. Tutorials start at Northcote College 
on the 19th of July 2010 in two after-school time slots.  
Bookings start on the 5th of July 2010.

For more information: 
www.virtuosotutoring.co.nz            phone: 948 2668

Virtuoso Tutoring 



Sports Report
As term 2 comes to an end the winter sports sea-
son is well underway with teams entered into  
basketball, netball, sailing, mountain biking, soccer,  
rugby, badminton, table tennis, squash, underwater 
hockey, water polo, hockey, cross country and girls rugby 
10-a-side competitions. 

Water Polo National Champs Silver Medal Winners

Congratulations to the Northcote Senior Boys Water 
Polo team who took the silver medal at the National 
Championships held in Hamilton in April.

The team is made up of Sid Dymond, Billy White, 
Lewis Blake, Matt McWilliam, Cameron Mew, Rohan  
Drummond, Aaron Young, James Taylor, Pat Bow-
mar, Theo Dombroski, Matthew Kempkers and 
Cameron Quickfall with coach Craig Hustler, assist-
ant coach - Ryan Doubleday, swimming trainer/TIC  
Dr Hustler and manager - Elaine Blake.

Throughout the tournament the team played “edge-of-
the-seat, nail-biting” water polo, several times coming 
from behind to either win or draw the game.  At the end 
of the semi-finals Northcote College were the only un-
beaten team in their pool with four wins and two draws.  
We ended up in the final playing for 1st or 2nd against 
Palmerston North Boys High.  With the stands three-
quarters full of Northcote supporters the team played 
an exciting and nerve-racking game scoring two goals in 
quick succession in the last half of the last quarter to fin-
ish in 2nd place and win the silver medal.  It was a fantas-
tic and well-deserved result. 

A huge thank you to everyone who travelled to Hamilton 
to watch our games.  Every day we had parent support 
and encouragement and for the final we had parents, sib-
lings, relatives, friends, Ms Blackwood (Sports Co-ordina-
tor) and Ms Barrie.  

Netball

12 netball teams have been entered into the North Har-
bour competition this season with some teams showing 
great mid-season results.  

Senior teams 1, 2, Year 10 Elite and Year 9 Elite com-
peted at the North Harbour Easy Factors Secondary 
Schools Competition.  Team 1 had a great tournament 
with a draw against Epsom, wins against Massey and  

Mahurangi, but unfortunately due to a countback they 
missed out on a semi-final spot.  Team 2 played hard 
against their competition but two players suffered frac-
tured thumbs during the day.  There is some promising 
talent  coming through the junior teams, which showed 
in several of the games during the competition. 

Soccer

This year has seen another increase in numbers playing 
soccer.  There are six girls’ and six boys’ teams playing 
in the North Harbour competition. Mr Hewson, TIC of 
soccer, has done a fantastic job of organising these teams 
along with all the teachers, support staff and parents re-
quired to run the teams.  It’s promising to see so many 
juniors coming through and we’re looking forward to a 
good season. 

Softball

Two Northcote College students have been selected to 
New Zealand softball squads.

Morgan Timoti-Cook - New Zealand Junior Black Sox.  
Morgan’s team will play in the Sydney-based Friendship 
Series in July followed by a seven match test series against 
Australia. Morgan has also been selected to the NZ Maori 
U17 League team. 

Katarina Hiku - New Zealand Junior White Sox. Her 
team played in the Waverley Easter Softball Tournament 
in Melbourne over Easter taking out the series 2-1. The 
highlight was an automatic home run by Kat over the 
left/centre field fence in the 5th inning.

Rugby

Under the guidance of Mr Stan Conrad, our girls’ rugby 
10-a-side team have been competing in the North Har-
bour Secondary schools Monday night competition.

This year has seen an increase in rugby playing numbers, 
attracting another 25 more boys than last year. Currently 
we have a 6th, 4th, 3rd grade and 1st XV playing in the 
North Harbour competition. It has been a good start to 
the year with the 6th grade beating Rangitoto and the 
3rd grade beating Rosmini which are fantastic results. 
The 1st XV is currently unbeaten in the 1B competition 
with fantastic results over Hato Petera, Albany and Birk-
enhead. It also means that the 1st XV retains the Stott 
Cup for another year in our win over Birkenhead (which 
has been played for since 1977).



Sports Office  -  phone: 481 0141 extension 749
Arie van der Zwan, Director of Sport  -  email: ariev@northcote.school.nz

Ruth Blackwood/Donna Cook, Sport Coordinators  -  email: sports@northcote.school.nz
Shane Latch, Elite Sport Coordinator  -  email: shanel@northcote.school.nz

The boys are also excited about the tour to South Africa 
and fundraising efforts are picking up momentum. Cur-
rently we are planning to take 29 boys to SA to expe-
rience a different lifestyle and rugby culture. The boys 
and parents should be commended for the effort they are 
putting in. If you would like to help out in anyway feel 
free to contact Charles Wallace at Northcote College.

Badminton
Thank you to Mr Faiyaz Ali for once again managing 
and training the seven senior badminton teams.  Junior 
grades will begin in July with the competition finish-
ing off with a tournament and prizegiving on the 22nd  
September. 

Squash
Several players are competing every Wednesday in the 
Senior Boys B grade. Thank you to Mr Brian Moreton 
for his support.

Table Tennis
Friday evenings are busy with eight teams competing 
from A grade through to D Grade.  

Cross Country
The annual school Cross Country was held in May.

Junior Girls:  1st Amber Clyde; 2nd Surita Manoa;
3rd Ella Watson
Intermediate Girls: 1st Sophia Newth; 2nd Hannah 
Jukes; 3rd Lindsay Klenner
Senior Girls: 1st Katie McDonald; 2nd Georgia Stokes; 
3rd  Kate Ball
Junior Boys: 1st John Blomfield; 2nd Mike Corbett; 3rd 
James Corlett
Intermediate Boys: 1st Rasmus Bengtsson; 2nd 
Mitchell Davison; 3rd Heath Mitchell
John Blomfield and Rasmus Bengtsson recently com-
peted in the North Harbour Zone Cross Country Cham-
pionships.   John placed 4th in the Junior division and 
Rasmus 6th in the Intermediate. 
Rasmus went on to compete at the NZ Secondary Schools 
Cross Country Championships finishing in a creditable 
10th place.

Congratulations to:
Matthew Kempkers on his 2nd placing in the Auck-
land Secondary Schools Yachting Fleet Racing Champs,  
Starlings Class.

Campbell Mercer who recently raced his way to 2nd 
place in the NZ Secondary Schools Mountain Bike 
Championships - U16 Boys Downhill Division.  

Shelby Haarhoff and Melissa Farquhar who have been 
selected to the West North Harbour Women’s Volleyball 
Representative Team. Shelby and Melissa were members 
of Team 1 who came 2nd in the Senior Girls division 2 
North Harbour Volleyball Competition in Term 1.

Aisha Bower who has been selected to the Netball North 
U17 representative team.

Kat Hiku who was part of the Softball U19 NZ team that 
won the Waverly Tournament and then went on to win 
the Test Series against Australia U19s earlier this year.

Emma Lovegrove who competed in Series 1 National 
Cup Rock Climbing Champs in Christchurch recently.  
Emma achieved 1st placing in the U16 National Speed 
Climbing category and 5th in the U18 Sport Climbing.

Elena Lochore-Ward also climbed her way to 5th Place 
in the U18 Division.

Charlotte Locke, Teneka Wilson (U15) and Rebecca 
Morunga (U17) have been selected for North Harbour 
Maori Netball Representative teams.

Sports Elite

This term we held an excellent AUT Shine session on 
communication.  As part of this the students were vid-
eoed and provided with quality feedback on their com-
munication skills. 

Every Friday at 7.30am, we now have a dozen students 
trained by Mr Kevin O’Leary, as part of the Fit & Well 
Programme. This programme is a combination of activ-
ity based and classroom based sessions designed to as-
sist in the development of motor skills, co-ordination,  
balance, core strength, flexibility, speed, agility and aero-
bic fitness.  It will also give students an insight into some 
of the life-skills required to achieve success such as plan-
ning, prioritising, developing resilience and achieving a 
life balance. 

Another outstanding seminar was on Strength and Con-
ditioning for Young Athletes.  Mr Ryan Hewitt, Manager 
of “Balance Point”, was the speaker with a critical focus 
on turning potential into consistent performance at the 
highest level.



Past Pupil Update

BOT Elections

Rangiatea Research Project

Thank you to all those who voted in the Board of  
Trustees elections.  The following candidates were elected 
to the Northcote College Board of Trustees:

Todd Bartlett

Terry Donnelly

Steven Dwyer

Mark Katterns

Margot Richmond

David Taylor (Staff Representative)

In addition the BOT has co-opted Mrs Christine  
Kempkers for the current term.

Northcote College has been selected as one of only 
five schools nationally to participate in the Rangiatea  
Research Project. This is designed to find out how various  
aspects of school leadership help Maori students to  
succeed both academically, and as Maori, in schools. 
Northcote College was invited to be a part of this project 
after being identified by the Ministry of Education as 
achieving above average results for educational achieve-
ment with Maori students. 

The research team spent Tuesday 18th May on-site  
interviewing a number of Maori students (past and 
present), parents, Board of Trustees members and  
Northcote College Senior Management and staff.  They 
will return again later in the year before completing their 
research which will help develop material to be used 
by other schools to support the achievement of Maori  
students throughout New Zealand. 

Miller Christensen-Yule [2005-2009] and Matt Innes 
[2005-2009] have been selected as top 10 finalists for the 
Golden Guitar MLT Songwriting Awards for the song 
‘Don’t You Know’. They performed live in Gore over 
Queen’s Birthday weekend in the national finals. 

Andrew Harrison [2005-2009] leaves next month for 
London to represent New Zealand as a member of the 
Shakespeare Globe Centre New Zealand Young Shake-
speare Company. His three week trip will incorporate 
workshops with directors, rehearsing and staging a public 
performance on the Globe Theatre Stage.  

Anzac Tasker [2003 - 2005] has won the HP Future 
Designer Award. Anzac’s entry at the 2010 Urbis Design-
day was judged the best by the industry attendees from 
architecture, fashion, graphic design, landscaping and 
multimedia. 

Stephane Monten [2003 - 2007] has been accepted into 
the Canadian National Theatre School.

Scholarships

The University of Auckland has compiled a complete 
list of scholarships it will offer from 2010 to 2013. The 
list covers all areas of study at all levels (under-graduate, 
post graduate etc). This information has been published 
in book form and is far more comprehensive than cur-
rently available on the university website.  A copy can 
be accessed by all students in the Northcote College  
Library where the book is held on reserve for use within the  
library itself. 

We recommend any student considering applying fully 
research scholarships they are eligible to apply for by  
visiting the Northcote College library.

Community Education
Night classes still run at Northcote College. Courses are 
now being planned for the second half of the year. Let us 
know what new skills you would like to learn.  Call Liz or 
Lorraine on 481 -144 or email info@learn4life.co.nz with 
your suggestions.

Community Education
Monday - Thursday 10am - 4pm

www.learn4life.co.nz
Community Education at Northcote College  
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